St. Finbar’s Catholic Parish, Glenbrook
Ve Beirre

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A
18th & 19th July 2026

Wisdom 12:13, 16-19; Psalm 85; Romans 8:26-27; Matthew 13:24-43

As part of the Diocese of Parramatta, St Finbar's is committed to being a community of safeguarding,
and echoes Bishop Vincent's zero-tolerance to abuse of any form.
For details on safeguarding, please visit the diocesan safeguarding website:
https://parracatholic.org/safeguarding/

Father John ponders.......

PARISH INFORMATION

“Success it not the result of spontaneous combustion. You must set
yourself on fire.” (Reggie Leach)

Sometimes we seem to be so low in energy that we find it woefully
difficult to make the effort to do anything. Or we may be quite high in
energy but we just don’t seem interested in trying to do anything.
Lethargy seems to take us over and we lose interest in doing anything.
We waste time in lounging around not going anywhere nor doing
anything. The hours slip through our fingers and we reach the end of
the day somewhat displeased that we have spent a whole day with little
or nothing to show for it. Yet we continue to dream that we are capable
of great things and that we have so many interests that one day
something will move us to achieve something world-shattering.
Building castles in the air is easy to do but achieving something
worthwhile needs to more than a dream world.

Film director, Woody Allen, once remarked that ninety per cent of
success is just showing up! Whether that is correct or not it certainly
underlines the necessity of seeking involvement in the first place. Our
quotation today helps us understand that very few of us have
spontaneous combustion to continually drive us to success. We have to
set ourselves on fire. Motivation may be lacking but seizing
opportunities requires us to at least show some interest in undertaking
and completing tasks on hand. When we think of success it is obvious
that success applies to world-shattering inventions as well as the
ordinary mundane things of everyday living. There are plenty of
comedy sitcoms (e.g. Boys Behaving Badly) where single young men
save the washing of dishes indefinitely until there is no crockery left
and they begin to re-use the dirty stuff. While we can laugh at the
absurdity of it, it might not be too far distant from our own experience
in other areas of our lives.

It is true that we need to set ourselves on fire which requires motivation
as well as willingness to make the effort to achieve success. If we
cultivate an interest in achieving something worthwhile then there is
every reason to follow things up with some enthusiasm even if it is
little more than putting out the bins for the garbage collection. At least
we can give ourselves a little pat on the back. Achieving even greater
tasks ultimately just needs a refinement of the attitudes and dispositions
to achieve little things. Imagining the successful end result can be more
than enough motivation in itself to get us fired up!

Parish Priest: Fr John Hogan
E-mail: John.hogan@parracatholic.org
(on Leave)
Emergencies : 0466 500 880
(Sickness & Death only)

Secretary: Juliana Khnouf

E-mail: secretary@stfinbars.org.au
Office Phone: (02) 47426958

Admin: Tamar Apkarian
E-mail: admin@stfinbars.org.au
PPC: Kylie Mills (Chair)
E-mail: stfinbarsppc@gmail.com
Parish Youth: Brendan Khnouf

sfyglenbrook@gmail.com

8.30am — 2.00pm
Tuesday to Friday
(Closed on Mondays)
Parish QR Code:

Please use this QR Code to donate to
St Finbar’s Parish Glenbrook using
your Credit Card, or to make any :
payments. Please select from the list. =]

Address:
52 Levy Street, Glenbrook 2773
PO Box 123 Glenbrook NSW 2773

Office Hours:

Sacraments
Baptisms: By Appointment
Weddings: By Appointment
Web: www.stfinbars.org.au
Facebook: Glenbrook Catholic
Church St Finbars
Parish School: Principal
Mrs Kym Romanous
Phone: 4724 3600
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' WE WELCOME all visitors to our church today. We extend our
greetings to you. If you wish to join St Finbar’s
Parish, please make yourself known to one of our
Wardens so we can give you our Parish Welcome
Pack.

the Traditional custodians of this land on which
we worship at St Finbar’s - The Darug and
Gundungurra People. We pay respect to their

Elders, past, present and emerging.

WE ACKNOWLEDGE

F—————=—=—==—=-=-=-=--

CONGRATULATIONS - DIAMOND
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
Warmest congratulations to

Mila and George Svehla
as they celebrate their 60th Wedding
Anniversary this weekend.
May God continue to bless Mila and

George with good health,
hanoi
appiness, and many more ‘ \\@6,0.,4

cherished years together.

Congratulations and best

wishes on your Diamond JWEDDING
; : : ANNIVERSHRY

Wedding Anniversary! G\
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PARRAMATTA DIOCESE NEWS

PARISH CALENDAR
Sunday |7.30am Mass Celebr.ate the Feast of Saint Mary of the Cross
(th July bty _
9.30am Mass Join the Sisters of Saint Joseph at Mary
[bth Sunday in MacKillop Place as we celebrate the Feast of
Ordinary Time 7.30pm Youth Group Saint Mary of the Cross MacKillop on Saturday
Year A 8 August.
Make a pilgrimage to Mary's tomb, spend time
: . in prayer in the Chapel, and celebrate the
z'gﬂ;ljﬂ\ll No Morning Mass -Office is closed Eucharist with us at one of our Feast Day
th Ju .
" | 5.00pm SVDP Meeting W/R B T
e 10: 1: — Glen R,
Tuesday | No Morning Mass (311?5)0210?5)& 00pm = Glen Roy Green
2ist Jul . . . -
e AusLan interpraed, and the 10:00am Mass will
[0.30am Pastoral Care Meeting M/R be livestreamed for those unable to attend in
B.00pm Cantabile Choir Practice person.
P Diocese of Parramatta World Youth Day Seoul
\4
zg,?j/j;'y'y 9.30am Playgroup P/C International World Youth Day in Seoul, South
_ Korea (26 July — 11 August 2027), themed
Magdalene | 1.00pm Bridge P/C “Take courage! I have overcome the
world” (John 16:33). Join us for an inspiring
Thursday | No Morning Mass evening to learn about the pilgrimage, hear
23rd July | 00om Bridae P/C testimonies from past pilgrims, explore the faith
-Jupm bridge and culture of the Korean Church, and enjoy
.00pm SRE Meeting M/R fellowship with other young people. Date: 12
August 2026 Doors open at 6:30pm. Venue:
Nagle College, 58A Orwell Street, Blacktown
Friday | No Morning Mass Register today at parracatholic.org/events/
24th July wyd27-launch/ We look forward to welcoming
[.30pm Bowlers P/C you!
Married Couples’ Retreat — Reflect, Renew &
. Reconnect: 5 September
g;::rj;z No Marning Mass Married couples are invited to a special retreat
. day, Reflect, Renew & Reconnect, on Saturday
St Jomes | 44apm Confessions 5 September 2026 at the Bishop Bede Heather
5.30pm Vigil Mass Centre, 1 Marion Street, Blacktown. The day
runs from 8:30am—4.30pm and includes Mass
Sunday  |7.30am Mass with Bishop Vincent, light refreshments, and
2Bt Jul ' lunch. Couples will explore topics including
y 9.30am Mass Expressions of Love, Living Your Vocation of
[7th Sunday in _ _ Marriage, 7 Principles of Making Marriage
e I0.30am Sacristans and Senior Server refresher course. | Work, Creating a Marriage First Aid Kit, and a
Vear A |100pm Bridge Club P/C Couple Prayer and Commitment Ceremony.

Cost is $45 per couple. Places are strictly
limited. Bookings are essential.

Register now at
https://parracatholic.org/marriedcouplesretreat/.

%WM

rit 1’1Uu CAL
the eyes of Pe

10-13 September 2026

Riverside Theatres
Parramatta

SPECIAL PARISH
- GROUP OFFER =

UPTO 20% OFF!

Offer ends July 10. Book Now {1}, Limited
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YOUR GROUP TODAY! =
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@ www.bethewitness.com.au
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ST. FINBAR’S PARISH NEWS

PARISH OFFICE AND MEETING ROOM CARPET REPLACEMENT
We would like to inform parishioners that the carpet in the Parish Office and Meeting Room
will be replaced beginning Monday, 27 July.

As a result of these works, the Parish Office will be closed for the entire week due to limited
access to the building. We apologies for any inconvenience this may cause and thank
you for your patience and understanding during this time.

Many parishioners will remember the significant sewer flooding that affected both
areas two years ago. Although repairs were carried out at the time, the carpet has
continued to deteriorate, making replacement now necessary. Photos showing the
extent of the damage are included with this notice.

As part of this project, the existing carpet will be replaced with vinyl plank flooring.
This will not only provide a fresh and welcoming appearance for parishioners and
visitors to our parish, but it will also create a healthier and more practical
environment. Unlike carpet, vinyl planks can be cleaned and sanitized more effectively when required, helping us
maintain these spaces to a higher standard for many years to come.

The total cost of replacing the flooring in both areas will be more than $10,000. We have already held several
fundraising events to help offset this expense, and we are grateful for the support received so far. However, the
funds raised have not been sufficient to cover the full cost of the project.

We warmly welcome any donations from parishioners who are able to contribute towards this
important work. Every contribution, no matter the size, will help us maintain our parish facilities for
the benefit of the entire community. To donate please use the QR Code or via the Parish website
(please select other from the list), or by cash if this suits you.

Thank you for your continued generosity, support, and understanding. Please keep this project in
your prayers as we work to improve our parish facilities.

The Parish Office

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED — OFFICE & MEETING ROOM CLEAR-OUT — FRIDAY 24TH JULY FROM
8.30AM

To prepare for the replacement of the Parish Office and Meeting Room carpets, we are seeking volunteers to help
clear these areas before work begins on Tuesday, 28th July.

We will need assistance with dismantling office desks and computers, moving furniture, including bookcases and
boxes of books, and relocating the office printer and other items to the Parish Hall. Any help, even for an hour,
would be greatly appreciated and will help ensure everything is ready for the carpet installers.

If anyone has a bed trolley that we could borrow to assist with moving heavier items. Please let us know.
If you are available to lend a hand, please contact the Parish Office on 4742 6958.

Thank you for your generosity, support, and willingness to help. Your assistance is greatly appreciated and
valued by our parish community.

AUGUST 2026 — JANUARY 2027 LITURGICAL ROSTERS

The Liturgical Rosters for August 2026 to January 2027 have been distributed this week. If you have not
received your roster, please contact the Parish Office and we will be happy to assist you.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to all our volunteers for your generous time, dedication and ongoing support.
Your commitment helps our parish community to flourish, and we are truly grateful for all that you do.

If you are not currently involved and would like to serve in one of our parish ministries, we would warmly
welcome your participation. Please contact the Parish Office to learn more about the various ministry
opportunities available. Thank you for being such an important part of our parish family.

Turner

Bateman = Complete Freeman

Battersby = Legal.

Lawvers g 1932

We invite members of the parish to SCOTT GLEESON

take advantage of our legal services. Funeral Director

Turner Freeman Lawyers have been
providing members of the community
with outstanding legal services since

& Convveyainong & Propeity Law * Fanmily Law 0404 770 008 ;952 in Itr_Ie_foIIovlvi_ng alreas:
® Busness & Commarial Law ® Dispuies & Litigation ersonal injury claims
* Wills & Deceasad E slates # Cnominal L Erployment Law 02 9896 3299 Wills & estate planning | Property law |
. Deceased estates & will disputes
02 47315809 info@scottgleesonfunerals.com.au
= t I f I Suite 4, 311 High Street Penrith NSW 2750
" wWww.scottgieesoniunerais.com.au
bbcl.com.au g 47295200
2 Fennell Street, Parramatta, =  www.turnerfreeman.com.au

enquiries@bbcl.com.au NSW 2150 #  Gerard.Morson@turnerfreeman.com.au
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LITURGICAL ROSTER FOR 25TH & 26TH JULY 2026

Liturgical 5.30pm 7.30 am 9.30 am
Ministries
Sacristan Peter Mcllvenna Carl Moll Stephen Brown
Senior Server Peter Mcllvenna Carl Moll Stephen Brown
Junior Servers Volunteers Please Sebastian & Oscar Baird,
Nicholas Egan
Warden Margaret Richards Volunteer Please Frank Zammit
1" Reading Jim Barndon Kevin Lloyd Cecilia Zammit
2nd Reading Naomi Cheeseman Andrew Teece Annissa Nilsson
Intercession Katy Ferris Peter McMahon Yvonne Scanlan
Music Holy Light
IT Operators Thais Turner Robyn Flynn Joanne Stubbs
Gifts Steve & Heather Lee Rivas Family The Young Family
Communion Lorraine Brown & Jessica Tiller & Annissa Nilsson &
Volunteer Please Volunteer Please Carmel Higgins
Children’s Liturgy Christyna & Matthew
Church Care Jeannine Ashbee, Elizabeth Plummer, Deb Gall, Belinda Harding &
Sandra Hanigan
Hospitality Kerry & Peter Herborn
Lawn Mowing Rob Lennon, Bob Hanigan & Terry Downes

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE RECENTLY DECEASED:
Jeffrie Harsh (Helen’s Husband), James McCaughan (Cormac’s Father) and Anita Keenan.

PLEASE PRAY FOR SICK PARISHIONERS, RELATIVES & FRIENDS:

Tony Phoebus (Mark’s Uncle), Tom Torrance, John Brown, Mila Svehla, Chris Wilson,

Chris Paine, Caroline Goosen, Norman Fisher (Bernie’s brother), Noreen Taylor, Lyn Downes,
Pat Barrett, Beryl & Stan Callaghan, Terry Stevens, Jacqui Visser, Mark Bates, Colleen Nolan,
Sophie Hollies, Maddison Farrugia, Gerard Keenan (Anita’s Son), Margaret Stevens,
Christopher Thomson, David Haynes (Yvonne Scanlan’s Dad), Margaret Christensen,

Joan and Marcia Pereira, Catherine, Elizabeth and Monika Gawlik.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES OCCUR AT THIS TIME:

Bishop Kevin Manning, Rita Cloran, Frances Huia Kingi, William Worthington, Thomas Brooks,
Antonio Favaloro, Winnifred Jackson, Annie Gillian, Ivan Kucic, Mary Rivas, Roberto Di Nucci,
Barry Mabel, Ruby Howling, Doris Ball, Peter Roebuck and Arthur Hibberd.
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FUNERALS

First we listen, then we curate an authentic funeral for your loved one.
Contact us today to chat about your funeral needs.

02 9953 6900 or info@gracefunerals.com.au
Blue Mountains | Springwood | Penrith | Emu Plains | North Shore

GRACEFUNERALS.COM.AU




