St. Finbar’s Catholic Parish, Glenbrook

Vil Beirre

Ist Sunday of Advent —Year A
29th & 30th November 2025

Flrst Sungay of Ravent

Isaiah 2:1-9; Psalm: 121; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:37-44

As part of the Diocese of Parramatta, St Finbar's is committed to being a community of safeguarding,

and echoes Bishop Vincent's zero-tolerance to abuse of any form.
For details on safeguarding, please visit the diocesan safeguarding website:
https://parracatholic.org/safeguarding/

Father John ponders.......

PARISH INFORMATION

"Life does not happen to us, it happens from us." -- Mike Wickett

Without doubt, most people want to make a difference in the world
before they go to meet their maker. For the most part this will
include parents who invest so much time, finance and other
resources to bring up children as a new generation which can make a
positive difference in this fallen world. Parents will strive to follow
every possibility in helping their children to excel in almost every
opportunity which comes along. We are now inheritors of countless
generations which have built on foundations from the stone age to
our present highly advanced age of technology. We don’t claim
responsibility for it because most of the serious work was done by
others, but we have benefitted from it, and associate ourselves with
it. Such human development is a cause for joy and can confirm that
our attitude to life is very positive. The future is built on the past and
the present and we situate ourselves in the flow of the ages.

What it does confirm is that success in life does not consist in
hanging around and leaving it to the universe to deliver the goods!
The universe is not so discerning. Building up the Kingdom of God
requires each of us to make the contribution within our capabilities.
Yet we seem to have more than enough to do with an endless stream
of demands on our time and on our talents. We do not seem to have
the time to be passive about life which is just as well because the
gifts God has given us are partly meant for the building up of others.
To lay back and do nothing is not God’s idea for our life’s journey.
Victims of life have a very submissive stance to life and allow
themselves to let life happen to them, somewhat like a cork bobbing
about on the waters.

The Christian needs to be an agent of life, taking what control is
appropriate to make life happen and make the difference for self and
others if not for the whole of humanity. And so often it is the little
efforts that can make all the difference. Alexander Fleming
happened to notice that his petri dish, holding slices of potato, had a
mould on it. Under the microscope he discovered all the bacteria
were dead. Penicillin came to the aid of generations of people saving
lives and illnesses beyond number. Sometimes, greatness may only
consist of paying close attention. Giving witness to Christ in the
small events of life through virtuous behaviour can easily be the
spark to set others thinking and discovering the joys of life in Christ.
What a worthy cause to set our hearts ablaze.

Parish Priest: Fr John Hogan
E-mail: John.hogan@parracatholic.org
Emergencies : 0466 500 880

(Sickness & Death only)

Secretary: Juliana Khnouf
E-mail: secretary@stfinbars.org.au

Office Phone: (02) 47426958

Admin: Tamar Alzened

E-mail: admin@stfinbars.org.au
PPC: Cecilia Zammit (Chair)
E-mail: stfinbarsppc@gmail.com

Office Hours: 8.30am — 2.00pm
Tuesday to Friday
(Closed on Mondays)

Parish QR Code:
Please use this QR Code to

donate to St Finbar’s Parish
Glenbrook using your Credit
Card, or to make any :
payments. Please select from E
the list.

Address:
52 Levy Street, Glenbrook 2773
PO Box 123 Glenbrook NSW 2773

Sacraments

Baptisms: By Appointment
Weddings: By Appointment
Web: www.stfinbars.org.au

Facebook: Glenbrook Catholic
Church St Finbars

Parish School: Principal
Mrs Robyn Clarke
Phone: 4724 3600

Baptisms

The Parish joyfully welcomes the
Baptisms of
Nora Eloise Gale

this Sunday, and warmly

welcomes her into our Faith

Community here at ,\F@)

St Finbar’s. DY) N
Boplyed
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WE WELCOME

WE ACKNOWLEDGE

all visitors to our church today. We extend our greetings to you. If you wish to join St

Finbar’s Parish, please make yourself known to one of our Wardens so we can give

you our Parish Welcome Pack.

the Traditional custodians of this land on which we worship at St Finbar’s - The Darug

and Gundungurra People. We pay respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.


mailto:stfinbarsppc@gmail.com
https://parracatholic.org/safeguarding/

PARISH CALENDAR

Sunday 7.30am Mass
30th November
Ist Sunday of d.30am Mass
Advent 10.45am Baptisms
Year 4
Monday No Morning Mass. Office is closed

Ist December

Tuesday
Znd December

9.15am Mass
b.00pm Cantabile Choir Practice

LITURGICAL MINISTRY COURSE

Enrolment form for the next Liturgical Ministry
course to be held in Blacktown and Penrith in 2026
is available on the Warden table.

Enrolments will close on Friday, 23" January 2026
or earlier if we reach maximum capacity.

Please ensure the forms are signed and returned to
us as soon as possible to ensure parishioners get a
spot for the current intake.

If you have any questions, please email Lucy at
ofw@parracatholic.org

Wednesday | 9.15am Mass followed by Rosary
3rd December
9.30am Playgroup P/C
8t Francis Xavier |1 0om Bridge Club P/C
7.30pm Christmas Choir Rehearsal
Thursday 9.15am Mass
4th December
[.00pm Bridge Club P/C
3.30pm Advent Group M/R
Friday 9.159am Mass
ath December
[.30pm Bowlers P/C
Saturday 9.15am Mass
bth December

4 |apm Confessions

9.30pm Vigil Mass

Sunday
Tth December

Znd Sunday of
Advent
Year A

7.30am Mass
9.30am Mass
6.00pm Youth Mass

7.00pm Senior Youth Group—Last one for the year.

2026 RELIGIOUS CALENDARS

Franciscan & Columban calendars are now on sale
at the Wardens’ table.

$8 Franciscan, $10 Columban

Proceeds go to St Vincent de Paul Society.

FLAT OR STORAGE SPACE NEEDED

A 74 years old female parishioner is seeking a modest
granny flat to rent from early February, ideally within
walking distance of the church. If not available, a clean
garage-sized space to store belongings temporarily
would also help.

Please phone 0493664311 if you can assist.

SVDP CHRISTMAS APPEAL 2025
Christmas Hampers

ThlS year S ——

: YOU CAN HELP A FAMILY PUT FOOD , & \
we will be ON THE TABLE THIS CHRISTMAS. \ A
following [DoNATE Now > [l 5l
the format @ Vinnies AN -
where

families, groups or individuals make up and donate
a full hamper or contribute items to be included in a
hamper. A list of suggested hamper items is
available from the warden’s table.

Please ensure that all food items are within the
expiry date

Christmas Gift Tree

The Christmas Gift tree will be put up during the
week commencing 30 November and if parishioners
wish to support this activity then please take a blue
or pink tag from the tree or wardens table, purchase
a gift for a child as suggested on the tag and return
the Christmas wrapped gift with the tag securely
attached to the outside.

All hampers items and gifts will need to be left at
the church no later than Thursday 11 December
2025.

Volunteers

We will need helpers at 3.30pm on Friday 13
December to assist with Hamper packing and on
Saturday 14 December to assist with the delivery of
the hampers at 9.00am . If you are able to assist us
with either of these activities please send a SMS
message to 0413 549 518 and include your name
and contact details.

Poor Box Donations

All donations to the Poor Box till the end of January
will count towards our Christmas Appeal. Any and
all donations will be greatly appreciated and will
support our work over the Christmas period and into
2026.

Leaving Collection

We will be holding a leaving collection after each
Mass on the weekend 29/30 November 2024.We
have moved into the digital world and you will also
be able to donate with your debit or credit card. All
donations are tax deductible and written receipts for
cash will be available and email receipts for cards at
each Mass.

Thank you for your generous support in helping
a family put food on the table this Christmas



mailto:ofw@parracatholic.org

ST. FINBAR’S PARISH NEWS

CHRISTMAS ROSTER
Parishioners who are qualified for Liturgical Roles are warmly invited to nominate
themselves for one of our upcoming Masses:

e Christmas celebrations
e Weekday Masses

e New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day

A blank roster is now available on the noticeboard in the Narthex, near the Warden’s table.
Please add your name beside any ministry vacancy you are able to fill.

Your generous support helps our liturgies run smoothly and joyfully—thank you!

THANK YOU — VOLUNTEERS CHRISTMAS DINNER
Our heartfelt thanks go to all the wonderful volunteers who gave their time and energy to make
our Volunteers Christmas Dinner such a joyful and memorable occasion. Your help—whether
in planning, setting up, serving, or simply being present—brought the spirit of community and
celebration to life. A very special thank you to Simon Yazbek of Elle Catering, Sydney
(0434 549 128) for preparing the delicious feast we all enjoyed. His generosity and
culinary talent added a truly festive touch to the evening. We are deeply grateful to each
and every one of you for making this celebration possible.

THANK YOU FOR ANSWERING THE CALL!

We’re delighted to welcome three new volunteers to our Church Care roster—thank you |
for stepping forward to help keep our sacred space clean, welcoming, and prayerful. Your generosity is deeply
appreciated.

We’re still seeking a few more helping hands. Church Care involves light cleaning and vacuuming every two
months, with training provided—no experience needed. If you can spare a little time, please contact the parish
office. Your care helps our church shine with love and hospitality.

PARISH FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT:

The committee met on Tuesday November 18. The Parish finances are tracking more satisfactorily than at
the end of the 24/25 Financial Year (June 30). This improvement is due in the main to a temporary
increase in income from purchases for places in the columbarium. Weekly giving, the staple income for
the operation of the parish, is showing a return to more sustainable levels. Thank you to everyone for their
individual financial efforts to help the parish to afford its expenses. We all have home budgets that feel
the strain at times. It’s the same for all of us collectively as ‘the parlsh family’. The parish receives its
income through your donations via the 2" collection, part of Tap ‘n go, direct debit and credit card.

We have experienced a number of calls for repairs that were important to achieve. The aim is always to
focus on any safety needs and any repairs that will help the longevity of our church and buildings.

The committee resolved to accept a quote for the repair of the parish noticeboard. Currently it cannot be
used because the hinge of the polycarbonate cover is broken. Previous water damage to the carpet in the
high traffic area of the parish office has led to a decision to replace the carpet with floating wood flooring
which will be more serviceable and hygienic. Replacement of carpet in the sacristy will be considered at a
later date when funds become available. The unsightly scratch on the ceiling of the roof at the entrance to
the church will be remediated in the next few months.

Thank you to Tamar for her work in achieving reasonable quotes for these jobs.

Bateman Battersby

L A W Y E R S

Turner
Freeman

La AWWVETS  Fa 1052

We invite members of the
Parish to take advantage of

our SCOTT GLEESON

legal services specialising in :

Turner Freeman Lawyers have been

providing members of the community
o Property Law o Family Law Funeral DlreCtor with outstanding legal services since
o Business Law o Negligence Law 0404 770 008 F:(?rsszolr\nalﬂi]:jzorct:vl\giﬁsa{eas
o Wills & Estates e Court Appearances 02 9896 3299 Wills & estate planning | Property law |

Deceased estates & will disputes

info@scottgleesonfunerals.com.au
Suite 4, 311 High Street Penrith NSW 2750

www.scottgleesonfunerals.com.au
S 4729 5200

2 Fennell Street, Parramatta, =  www.turnerfreeman.com.au
Enquiries@batemanbattersby.com.au NSW 2150 A Gerard.Morson@turnerfreeman.com.au

Phone: 02 47315899
www.batemanbattersby.com.au



http://www.turnerfreeman.com.au/

LITURGICAL ROSTER FOR 6TH & 7TH DECEMBER 2025

Liturgical 5.30pm 7.30 am 9.30 am 6.00pm Youth
Ministries Mass
Sacristan Kylie Mills Carl Moll Gerard Egan Brendan Khnouf
Senior Server Kylie Mills Carl Moll Lukas Rajnoch Brendan Khnouf &
Tim Kensey
Junior Servers Alex & Luc Nilsson Summer & Oliver Xavier Rajnoch, Volunteers please
Wilson Elizabeth & Sofia Grus
Warden Vince Dobson Ben Oxley Gary Clune Volunteer Please
Advent Prayer Peter Mcllvenna Kath Tierney Cecilia Zammit The Lynch Family
¥ Reading Philomena Watkins Michelle Wilson Jessica Doherty Elizabeth Christie
2nd Reading Katy Ferris Andrew Teece Steve Baird Volunteer Please
Intercession Elizabeth Rowe Kevin Flynn Martin Rogers Yvonne Scanlan
Music Naomi’s Group Anne’s Group N/A
IT Operators Henry Hanko Joseph Wilson Patrick Watson Volunteer Please
Gifts Eleanor Thompson Maria Heinzl & The Grus Family N/A
& Volunteer Please | Stanis Drobiszewski
Communion Beth Culliver & Volunteers Please Wendy Brown & Elizabeth Christie
Greg Rowe Garry Pursehouse
Children’s Pia & Matthew
Liturgy
Church Care Volunteers please
Hospitality Lina Wiecek & Vicky Ang

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE RECENTLY DECEASED:

Yvonne Etherington, Marie Hurley OAM, John McKendry, and Robyn Behrooz.
PLEASE PRAY FOR SICK PARISHIONERS, RELATIVES & FRIENDS:

John Brown, Mila Svehla, Anita Keenan, Natalie Gott, Melissa Mills (Kylie Mills’ sister in law),

Chris Wilson, Caroline Goosen, Chris Paine, Norman Fisher (Bernie Fisher’s brother), Noreen Taylor,
Beryl & Stan Callaghan, Pat Barrett, Terry Stevens, Jacqui Visser, Mark Bates, Maddison Farrugia,

Lyn Downes, Gerard Keenan (Anita Keenan’s Son), Margaret Stevens, Christopher Thomson,

Colleen Nolan, David Haynes (Yvonne Scanlan’s Dad), Sophie Hollies, Margaret Christensen,
Harrison Aggar (Margaret & Ian Dickson’s Grandson), Joan & Maureen Brown (Marcia Pereira's Sister
& Niece), Catherine, Elizabeth and Monika Gawlik.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES OCCUR AT THIS TIME:

Shirley Noyes, Ronald Aussel, Harold Mitchell, David Miles, Frank Kroehnert, Lawrence Dunne,
Thomas O’Malley, Julia Rudnicki, Ronald Lowe, Winifred Nolan, Pal Gibbeson, Carolyn Van Dyke,
Phillip Moloney, Peter May and Marjorie Clarke.
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FUNERALS

First we listen, then we curate an authentic funeral for your loved one.
Contact us today to chat about your funeral needs.

02 9953 6900 or info@gracefunerals.com.au
Blue Mountains | Springwood | Penrith | Emu Plains | North Shore

GRACEFUNERALS.COM.AU
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