
"The capacity for delight is the gift of paying attention."  -- Julie 
Cameron 

 

Coping with life is a serious business and there seems to be so much to 
deal with. Over the years of our lives we will likely have developed  
defense mechanisms in order to cope at all. This involves the 
unconscious ability to cut from our awareness whatever is not part of 
our immediate concern. We have many responsibilities, and where 
family members are involved it is perfectly natural to direct our 
attention to them. Quite rightly so! We may have employment to 
consider, which may take up so much of our attention in order to 
function as well as we can, that there doesn’t seem much energy or 
interest to pay attention to the finer points of life. As hectic as life can 
be we tend to get swallowed up in the immediacy of living and 
breathing that there is little room for anything else. We quickly decide 
what we do like or do not like what involves us which can cause a 
further drag on enjoying life. When tasks are boring or disliked it fills 
us with negativity which causes us to wish we were somewhere else, 
which creates a trap of being elsewhere in our minds while not paying 
attention to the job in hand. Then we make mistakes or cause ourselves 
unhappiness. 
 

We can understand that this has been going on since childhood. 
Children love to play with their friends and anything that gets in the 
way of playful enjoyment is seen as a heavy burden, to be avoided. 
Perhaps adults continue in this vein. The problem is that we may miss 
out on so much in life and are in danger of missing the point of 
everything. What do we mean? That we can be so concerned with “me” 
and pursuing my life and my responsibilities and petty interests that we 
bypass that which is essential to each individual: THE SOUL. When 
the soul is neglected we find it difficult to get through life because the 
essence of who we are isn’t being refreshed. The British poets of the 
Victorian era continually produced poems denunciating this fact. 
“What is this life if full of care, we have no time to stand and stare.” 
 

We are spiritual beings distancing ourselves from God, and we wonder 
why life can be a struggle. Saint Edith Stein, a convert to Catholicism 
from Judaism and who died in a Nazi concentration camp, explained it 
succinctly. She described the need to make time each day to use our 
consciousness to become aware of God because contemplation is an 
encounter with the divine. To avoid this is to sell ourselves short. If it 
means “standing and staring like sheep or cows” then so be it. In 
encountering God in the simplicity of our ordinary lives we shall be 
blessed as the poor in heart who see God! 

P A R I S H  I N F O R M A T I O N   

Malachi 3:19-20;  Psalm: 97; 2 Thessalonians 3:7-12; Luke 21:5-19 

St. Finbar’s Catholic Parish, Glenbrook

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Year C 

15th & 16th November 2025 

WE WELCOME  all visitors to our church today. We extend  our greetings to you. If you wish to join St 
Finbar’s Parish,  please make yourself known to one of our Wardens so we can give 
you our Parish Welcome Pack.   

WE ACKNOWLEDGE the Traditional custodians of this land on which we worship at St Finbar’s - The Darug 
and Gundungurra People. We pay respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging. 

Parish Priest: Fr John Hogan 
E-mail: John.hogan@parracatholic.org  
Emergencies : 0466 500 880  
    (Sickness & Death only)  
 

Secretary:     Juliana Khnouf 
E-mail:          secretary@stfinbars.org.au 
Office Phone:  (02) 47426958 
 

Admin:    Tamar Alzened  
E-mail:     admin@stfinbars.org.au  
 

PPC:  Cecilia Zammit (Chair)  
E-mail:  stfinbarsppc@gmail.com  
 

Office Hours:  8.30am – 2.00pm 
                       Tuesday to Friday  
  (Closed on Mondays)  
 

Parish QR Code:  
Please use this QR Code to 
donate to St Finbar’s Parish 
Glenbrook using your Credit 
Card, or to make any payments. 
Please select from the list.  
 

Address: 
52 Levy Street, Glenbrook 2773  
PO Box 123 Glenbrook NSW 2773  
 

Sacraments 
Baptisms: By Appointment  
Weddings: By Appointment 
 

Web:  www.stfinbars.org.au 
Facebook:  Glenbrook Catholic 

Church St Finbars 
 

Parish School: Principal  
   Mrs Robyn Clarke  
Phone:              4724 3600  

As part of the Diocese of Parramatta, St Finbar's is committed to being a community of safeguarding,  
and echoes Bishop Vincent's zero-tolerance to abuse of any form.  

For details on safeguarding, please visit the diocesan safeguarding website: 
https://parracatholic.org/safeguarding/  

Baptisms & RCIA 
The Parish joyfully congratulates and 
welcomes Georgia Brown as she joins 
our parish community and receive the 
Sacraments of Baptism, 1st Holy 
Communion and Confirmation this 
Saturday. 
Also, welcomes the Baptisms of Louis 
and Céleste Young this Sunday, and 
warmly welcomes them into our Faith 
Community here at St Finbar’s. 

Father John ponders……. 

mailto:stfinbarsppc@gmail.com
https://parracatholic.org/safeguarding/


Sunday 

16th November 
 

33rd Sunday  in 
Ordinary Time Year C 

7.30am Mass 

9.30am Mass 

1.00pm Private Baptisms 

1.00pm Bridge Club P/C 

6.00pm Youth Mass 

7.00pm Senior Youth Group P/C 

Monday  

17th November 

St Elizabeth of Hungry 

No Morning Mass. Office is closed 

 

Tuesday  

18th November 
 

 

9.15am Mass 

10.00am Timeout Tuesday P/C 

1.00pm Pastoral Care Meeting M/R 

6.00pm Cantabile Choir Practice  

7.00pm PFC Meeting M/R 

Wednesday  

19th November 

 

9.15am Mass followed by Rosary 

9.30am Playgroup P/C 

7.00pm Bridge Club P/C 

7.30pm Liturgy Committee meeting M/R 

Thursday  

20th November 

 

9.15am Healing Mass followed by morning tea 

1.00pm Bridge Club P/C 

Friday 

21st November 

The Presentation of 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

9.15am Mass 

1.30pm Bowlers P/C 

Saturday 

22nd  November 
 

St Cecilia 

7.30am Men’s Breakfast P/C 

9.15am Mass 

4.15pm Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass 

6.30pm Volunteers Christmas Party P/C 

Sunday 

23rd November 

Our Lord Jesus Christ 
King of the Universe 

Year C 

7.30am Mass 

9.30am Mass 

Parish Calendar 
 Positions Vacant 

• Catholic Chaplain – Catholic Care Western 
Sydney and the Blue Mountains 

• Parish Secretary (permanent part-time) – Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, Wentworthville 

More details at: parracatholic.org/jobs 
 
Bishop’s Christmas Appeal – supporting Catholic 
Care Grief and Loss Counselling 
Christmas is drawing near, and 
with it the promise that God is with 
us. For many in Western Sydney 
and the Blue Mountains, that 
promise is needed right 
now.  Many individuals and 
families are carrying 
grief, stress and uncertainty – wrestling with the 
rising cost-of-living, unstable work and the 
heartbreak of losing a loved one. Your generosity is 
the way to open the doors of hope for the  
broken-hearted ensuring that no one in our 
community grieves alone.  
Envelopes will be available next weekend. 
Please give generously at parracatholic.org/
appeal or scan the QR code.  

Thank you.  

Diocese of Parramatta Notices 

2026  RELIGIOUS CALENDARS 
Franciscan & Columban calendars are now on sale 
at the Wardens’ table. 
$8 Franciscan, $10 Columban 
Proceeds go to St Vincent de Paul Society. 

DISCUSSION GROUP 
The next meeting of the parish's discussion group 
will be 3:00-4:30pm, 29 November, Sacred Heart 
Church Hall, Blackheath.  At this meeting we’ll 
be focussing on Chapter  3 A Church for the 
Poor, of Pope Leo’s new exhortation Dilexi Te (I 
have loved you).  https://www.vatican.va/content/
leo-xiv/en/apost_exhortations/documents/20251004
-dilexi-te.html   At the last meeting we spent time 
coming to terms with the first two chapters of this 
work.  Central to this is Pope Leo’s statement "I 
share the desire of my beloved predecessor [Pope 
Francis] that all Christians come to appreciate 
the close connection between Christ’s love and his 
summons to care for the poor. I too consider it 
essential to insist on this path to holiness.”  Thus, 
though poverty in all its dimensions is an ill, it is 
precisely where we meet Christ. Chapter Three 
begins by referring to this in a quote from Pope 
Francis who said "“[T]here can be no room for 
doubt or for explanations which weaken so clear a 
message… We have to state, without mincing 
words, that there is an inseparable bond between 
our faith and the poor.”  Our discussion will focus 
on the “bond" mentioned in these words as it has 
been experienced within Church from the earliest 
times to modern day.   
As always discussions are open, free flowing and 
mutually supportive.   Let me know if you'd 
prefer a Zoom or Teams link. All welcome! 
Clive Kanes (email via 
<bluemountains@parracatholic.org>) 
Upper Blue Mts Parish 
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S t .  F i n b a r ’ S  P a r i S h  n e w S  

Turner Freeman Lawyers have been  
providing members of the community 
 with outstanding legal services since 
 1952 in the following areas:  
Personal injury claims |  
Wills & estate planning | Property law |  
Deceased estates & will disputes 

 
Suite 4, 311 High Street Penrith NSW 2750   
 

 
     4729 5200 

       www.turnerfreeman.com.au  
 

       Gerard.Morson@turnerfreeman.com.au 

    
 
 

www.batemanbattersby.com.au 
 

Enquiries@batemanbattersby.com.au 

• Property Law 
• Business Law  
• Wills & Estates  

• Family Law 
• Negligence Law 
• Court Appearances 

OFFICE CLOSURE – WEDNESDAY, 26 NOVEMBER 
Please note that the parish office will be closed for the entire day on Wednesday, 26 November. Our staff will be 
attending the Diocese Secretary Day and reflection. 
We appreciate your understanding and look forward to assisting you when the office reopens. 
ST FINBARS ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CONCERT WILL BE HELD ON SUNDAY 14TH DECEMBER, 
7.30 PM.  
This year we are offering the opportunity for any young person who would like to be part of this 
performance as a candle bearer (we will provide the candles, battery operated). If you would like 
your child or children to be involved, please fill in the sheet on the wardens table. 

Carmel Higgins. 
 

PARISH FAMILY CHRISTMAS CONCERT ON SUNDAY THE 21ST OF DECEMBER 
FROM 4.30PM TO 6.00PM 
All Parishioners are invited to attend the parish Family Christmas Concert on Sunday 21st of December at 
4.30pm. The afternoon will include a sausage sizzle, carols and a story for the children. 
 

CHURCH CARE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
We’re seeking new volunteers to join our Church Care roster. Duties include light cleaning and 
vacuuming to help keep our sacred space welcoming and well-maintained.  
Volunteers are rostered every two months, and training is provided—no prior experience 
needed. 
If you’re able to lend a hand, please contact the parish office on 47426958. 
Your help makes a real difference!  
ST FINBAR’S MEN’S BREAKFAST SATURDAY THE 22ND NOVEMBER 2025 AT 7.30AM IN THE 
PARISH HALL. 
The parish is holding another Men’s breakfast as an opportunity for parishioners to meet and get to 
know one another. This invitation is open to all male parishioners and any of their sons, grandsons, 
neighbours and friends. For catering purposes we will need to confirm numbers by Sunday the 17th. 
Please add your name to the list on the warden’s table.  

Any questions please contact Carl Moll 0417 471 137or John De Mattia 0419 919 443  
PIETY STALL CLEARANCE – FINAL OPPORTUNITY 
As we prepare to close our parish Piety Stall at the end of this year, we invite parishioners to take advantage of our 
Clearance Sale. Prices start from just 50 cents for cards and other devotional items. All items will be clearly 
marked with their prices. This decision was made by the Parish Finance Committee and the Parish Pastoral 
Council (PPC). We thank everyone who helped and supported the stall over the years. Come and browse while 
stock lasts! 

SCOTT GLEESON 

Funeral  Director 
0404 770 008 

02 9896 3299 

info@scottgleesonfunerals.com.au 

www.scottgleesonfunerals.com.au 

2 Fennell Street, Parramatta,  

NSW 2150 

 

Carols in the Park 
(by candlelight) 

7.45pm, Friday 12 December 2025 
Glenbrook Park (Opposite St Andrews Uniting Church) 

 Lucasville Road end 
 All Welcome - bring the family and a chair/rug 

Electronic Candles will be provided 
The Blue Mountains Concert Band & Mountain Youth Band from 7.45pm 

Supporting the annual Christmas Bowl Appeal 
Brought to you by the Glenbrook-Blaxland Inter-church Group 

(Glenbrook & Blaxland Uniting Churches, Glenbrook Baptist and St. Finbars Catholic Church) 
If wet, meet in the Glenbrook Uniting Church Hall 

http://www.turnerfreeman.com.au/


PLEASE PRAY FOR THE RECENTLY DECEASED:  
Marie Hurley OAM, John McKendry, Ian Lack (Lina Wiecek’s brother in law) and Robyn Behrooz. 
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR SICK PARISHIONERS, RELATIVES & FRIENDS:  
John Brown, Mila Svehla, Anita Keenan, Natalie Gott, Melissa Mills (Kylie Mills’ sister in law),  
Chris Wilson, Caroline Goosen, Chris Paine, Norman Fisher (Bernie Fisher’s brother), Noreen Taylor,  
Beryl & Stan Callaghan, Pat Barrett, Terry Stevens, Jacqui Visser, Mark Bates, Maddison Farrugia,  
Lyn Downes, Gerard Keenan (Anita Keenan’s Son), Margaret Stevens, Christopher Thomson,  
Colleen Nolan,  David Haynes (Yvonne Scanlan’s Dad), Sophie Hollies, Margaret Christensen,  
Harrison Aggar (Margaret & Ian Dickson’s Grandson), Joan & Maureen Brown (Marcia Pereira's Sister 
& Niece), Catherine, Elizabeth and Monika Gawlik.  
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES OCCUR AT THIS TIME:   
John Howling, Kathleen Roberts, Marjorie Fitzgibbons, Sheila Hammerton, Beverly Pembroke, Mary McGee, 
Kevin Sharp, George Tinning, Colleen McHardy, Gary Shakleton, Lillian Mitchell, Julie Stone, Joseph Redler, 
Joseph McGoldrick, Keith Trevenar and John Hennessy. 

Liturgical ROSTER FOR 22nd & 23rd November 2025 
Liturgical 
Ministries 

5.30pm 7.30 am 9.30 am 

Sacristan Ahyiesha D’Souza Peter McMahon Stephen Brown 

Senior Server Ahyiesha D’Souza Peter McMahon Stephen Brown 

Junior Servers Volunteers please  Sebastian & Oscar Baird 

Warden Margaret Richards Ben Oxley Frank Zammit 

1st Reading Jim Barndon Kevin Lloyd Cecilia Zammit 

2nd Reading Naomi Cheeseman Andrew Teece Annissa Nilsson 

Intercession Katy Ferris Volunteer Please Yvonne Scanlan 

Music   Holy Light 

IT Operators Pat Watson Robyn  Flynn Joanne Stubbs 

Gifts Steve & Heather Lee Rivas Family The Young Family 

Communion Lorraine Brown & 
Peter McIlvenna 

Jessica Tiller & 
Jean Di Nucci 

Annissa Nilsson & 
Carmel Higgins 

Children’s Liturgy Colin & Clare 

Piety Stall Ann Marie King 

Church Care Volunteers Please 

Hospitality Kerry & Peter Herborn 

Lawn Mowing Kevin Debeck, Rob Lennon and Bob Hanigan 


