St. Finbar’s Catholic Parish, Glenbrook

Yhe Barra
THE DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN
BASILICA - Year C
8th & 9th November 2025
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Ezekiel 47:1-2, 8-3, 12; Psalm: 43; | Corinthians 3:3-11, 16-17; John 2:13-22
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and echoes Bishop Vincent's zero-tolerance to abuse of any form.
For details on safeguarding, please visit the diocesan safeguarding website:
https://parracatholic.org/safeguarding/

As part of the Diocese of Parramatta, St Finbar's is committed to being a community of safeguarding,

Father John ponders.......

PARISH INFORMATION

"I can change. I can live out my imagination instead of my memory.

-- Stephen Covey

The faculty of memory is one of the most fantastic attributes of the
human person. Where would we be without it? Most importantly it

are able to keep this self-definition throughout our lives to help us
function successfully in family, society and the world. It can be very
distressing when people lose the ability to remember who they are due
to various forms of dementia. But for we who are able to function well
because of memory, it continues to be such a powerful faculty by
which we can appreciate our creation and our place in it. Memory is
also a very powerful gift by which we can keep remembering God
throughout each day. We celebrate Mass in memory of Him who gave
his life for us, we recall the creation which brought us and everyone
else into existence. We constantly plead that God remember us,
especially in the struggles of life. And yet we may excuse some of our
failings by blaming a poor memory.

Our quotation today is an important focus on how we can use our
memories to our disadvantage. Memory does not stand alone as a
unique faculty but is also associated with all the other faculties with
which the Creator has endowed humanity. Consequently, our memories
can be somewhat contaminated with failures, past mistakes, poor
judgments and a host of other things by which we define ourselves.
This is obviously not a clever way to conduct our lives nor to live
under influences from the past. A problem is that these negative
memories can be very strong and they can be quite insistent. And we
tend to pay too much heed to them thus laying the path open to a poor
self-image and a less-than-positive contribution to a life of fulfillment
and success. This constitutes a drag on our ability to flourish. Covey

past”. So, how do we let go of a “limiting past™?

Strong memories, especially those which are negative and impede us,
have an element by which we attach to the memory a meaning which
fortifies the negativity. Perfectionism may be at play here because we
all want to do our best and failure can drive us towards self-
denunciation, which is more a figment of the imagination than
objective truth. Attach a new meaning to the memory. If it is a failure,
then treat it as an opportunity to have learned. Subtle changes in
finding and attaching a new meaning can free us for greatness so that
we can fulfil our potential to be fully alive in Christ.

I can tie myself to my limitless potential instead of my limiting past.” |

enables us to construct our own sense of who we are. And generally we |
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Baptisms

The Parish joyfully welcomes the
Baptisms of

Quinn Briar Hale & é\ )
Peyton Jay Hale &\?'J‘_;,
this Sunday, and warmly ?W\-/’

welcomes them into our
Faith Community here at St Finbar’s.

' WE WELCOME all visitors to our church today. We extend our greetings to you. If you wish to join St !
Finbar’s Parish, please make yourself known to one of our Wardens so we can give
you our Parish Welcome Pack. |
the Traditional custodians of this land on which we worship at St Finbar’s - The Darug |

1

and Gundungurra People. We pay respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.


mailto:stfinbarsppc@gmail.com
https://parracatholic.org/safeguarding/

ST. FINBAR'S PARISH NEWS

ST FINBAR’S MEN’S BREAKFAST
SATURDAY THE 22ND NOVEMBER 2025 AT
7.30AM IN THE PARISH HALL.
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The parish is holding another Men’s breakfast as an
opportunity for parishioners to meet and get to
know one another. This invitation is open to all
male parishioners and any of their sons, grandsons,
neighbours and friends. For catering purposes we
will need to confirm numbers by Sunday the 24th.
Please add your name to the list on the warden’s
table.

Guest Speaker will be John Dikeman, who will
talk about his model T ford.

Any questions please contact Carl Moll 0417 471
1370r John De Mattia 0419 919 443

PIETY STALL CLEARANCE - FINAL

OPPORTUNITY

As we prepare to close our parish Piety Stall at the

end of this year, we invite parishioners to take

advantage of our Clearance Sale.

e Prices start from just 50 cents for cards and
other devotional items.

e All items will be clearly marked with their
prices.

This decision was made by the Parish Finance

Committee and the Parish Pastoral Council

(PPC).

We thank everyone who helped and supported the

stall over the years.

Come and browse while stock lasts!

PARISH CALENDAR
Sunday 71.30am Mass
9th November
9.30am Mass
Ihe Dedication of
the lateran | 10.49am Baptisms
b;f;ﬁ? 3.00pm Penrith City Choir Concert
Monday No Morning Mass. Office is closed
10th November
§ten the lreat | 9-00pm SVOP Meeting M/R
Tuesday 9.15am Mass
lith November
6.00pm Cantabile Choir Practice
St Martin of lours
Wednesday | 9.15am Mass followed by Rosary
12th November
St Josaphat [1.00am Marie Hurley's Funeral Service
7.00pm Bridge Club P/C
Thursday 9.19am Mass
13th November
.00pm Bridge Club P/C
Friday 9.19am Mass
14th November
[.30pm Bowlers P/C
Saturday 9.19am Mass
15th November
1.00pm RCIA Baptism & Mass for Georgia Brown
4 1pm Confessions
a.30pm Vigil Mass
Sunday 7.30am Mass
16th November
9.30am Mass
Jard Sunday in
UOrdinary lime | 1.00pm Private Baptisms
Year [/
[.00pm Bridge Club P/C
6.00pm Youth Mass

7.00pm Senior Youth Group P/C

2026 RELIGIOUS CALENDARS

Franciscan & Columban calendars are now on sale

at the Wardens’ table.
$8 Franciscan, $10 Columban
Proceeds go to St Vincent de Paul Society.

*EARTHCARE & SOCIAL JUSTICE
NEWS**

PARRAMATTA STREET FEAST- Come and
join our volunteer team

A group from the Earth care and Social Justice team
will be volunteering at the Parramatta Street Feast
to be held on 19 November at 11AM-3PM at
Parramatta Cathedral precinct.

This is an annual event which aims to reach out in
solidarity and friendship to those experiencing
homelessness, refugees and asylum seekers and
other life challenges.

This is one practical way we can respond to this
year’s Australian Catholic Bishops Conference
Social Justice statement ‘Signs of hope on the edge’,
which calls us to reach out in friendship and service
to those affected by homelessness and mental
illness. Why not come and join the St Finbar’s
contingent. If interested, please contact Melissa
McDonald on 0408 693042 or

Elizabeth on 0456 793767.




ST. FINBAR’S PARISH NEWS

IN LOVING MEMORY OF MARIE HURLEY, :
It is with deep sorrow that we announce the passing of Marie Hurley, a beloved matriarch of our parish Q-W o\
community, who entered eternal rest on Thursday night. A
Marie was a pillar of faith, compassion and service. Her unwavering dedication to St Finbar’s touched :
countless lives—whether through tireless volunteer work or quiet acts of kindness. She was a source of Z¥Es
wisdom, strength, and grace to generations of parishioners. :
We give thanks for her life and legacy

and we hold her family in our prayers during this time of mourning.

A Funeral Service will be held at St Finbar’s on Wednesday the 12th of November at 11am.

All are welcome to attend and celebrate the life of this extraordinary woman.

“Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon her. May She Rest in
Peace.”

A GLIMPSE INTO MARIE HURLEY’S LIFE AND LEGACY

As we reflect on the foundations of our parish, we pause to honour the quiet strength and
enduring commitment of Marie Hurley. A devoted member of our community, Marie played a
pivotal role in shaping parish life during its formative years.

In the early days of the sandstone church’s construction, Marie stood alongside Fr Larkey, Judy
Burrett (parish secretary), and Bishop Bede Heather, inspecting the progress of a dream taking shape in stone. As a
dedicated member of the building project committee, she worked closely with fellow parishioners—Stan
Callaghan, Margaret Richards, Frank Fitzpatrick, Kevin O’Donnell, Shirley Konza, Arthur Jenner, Olive O’Neill,
Fr Larkey, and Sr Johanna Conway—to bring that vision to life.

Marie’s leadership continued with the establishment of our first Parish Pastoral Council. Elected on 3 December
1995, she joined Michael Botham, Stan Callaghan, Geoff Dollin, Caroline Goosen, Joe Lopez, Elise Maloney,
Margaret Richards, Eleanor Thompson, and George Walker in guiding the spiritual and
communal direction of our parish.

ST FINBARS ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CONCERT WILL BE HELD ON SUNDAY 14TH
DECEMBER, 7.30 PM.

This year we are offering the opportunity for any young person who would like to be part of this
performance as a candle bearer (we will provide the candles, battery operated). If you would like
your child or children to be involved, please fill in the sheet on the wardens table.

Carmel Higgins.

CATECHIST CONGRATULATIONS!

Congratulations go to Beth Culliver for her 20 years of service to the Special Religious
Education (SRE) ministry. At the Annual Diocesan Catechist Mass last week, Beth was
awarded a Papal Certificate for her fantastic efforts in spreading the Gospel in our local
public schools. Melissa McDonald was also awarded a certificate for her 15 years as a
Catechist.

Congratulations Beth and Melissa!!

PARISH FAMILY CHRISTMAS CONCERT ON SUNDAY THE 21ST OF DECEMBER FROM 4.30PM
TO 6.00PM

All Parishioners are invited to attend the parish Family Christmas Concert on Sunday 21st of December at 4.30pm.
The afternoon will include sausage sizzle, carols and a story for the children.

CHURCH CARE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

We’re seeking new volunteers to join our Church Care roster. Duties include light cleaning and
vacuuming to help keep our sacred space welcoming and well-maintained.

Volunteers are rostered every two months, and training is provided—no prior experience needed.
If you’re able to lend a hand, please contact the parish office on 47426958.

Your help makes a real difference!

Bateman Battersby
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We invite members of the
Parish to take advantage of

our SCOTT GLEESON

legal services specialising in :
Funeral Director
0404 770 008

Turner Freeman Lawyers have been
providing members of the community
with outstanding legal services since

e Property Law
e Business Law
e Wills & Estates

e Family Law
e Negligence Law
e Court Appearances

1952 in the following areas:
Personal injury claims |

Phone: 02 47315899
www.batemanbattersby.com.au

Enquiries@batemanbattersby.com.au

02 9896 3299
info@scottgleesonfunerals.com.au
www.scottgleesonfunerals.com.au

2 Fennell Street, Parramatta,

NSW 2150

Wills & estate planning | Property law |
Deceased estates & will disputes

Suite 4, 311 High Street Penrith NSW 2750

S 4729 5200
=  www.turnerfreeman.com.au

A Gerard.Morson@turnerfreeman.com.au



http://www.turnerfreeman.com.au/

LITURGICAL ROSTER FOR 15TH & 16TH NOVEMBER 2025

Liturgical 5.30pm 7.30 am 9.30 am 6.00pm Youth
Ministries Mass
Sacristan Vince Dobson Peter McMahon Stuart Sheary Nick McMaster
Senior Server Vince Dobson Peter McMahon Martin Rogers Nick McMaster &
Quentin Lynch
Junior Servers Volunteers Please Joseph Sheary & Sophia Lynch &
Johnny Hamilton Zoe Wilson
Warden Lorraine Brown Ben Oxley Frank Fitzpatrick Daniel Lynch
1" Reading Maire Griffin Kevin Lloyd Peter or Trish Hurley Elizabeth Christie
2nd Reading Gideon Goosen Carl Moll Erin Kelly Joanne Stubbs
Intercession Margaret Moore John Isaksen Frank Fitzpatrick Volunteer Please
Music Cantabile N/A N/A
IT Operators Juliette Lynch Joseph Wilson Dan Kensey Lachlan Lloyd
Gifts Thea & Brian Kay Whitty The Wilson Family N/A
Robertson
Communion Ahyiesha D’Souza & Helen Keogh & Todd Stanford & Elizabeth Christie
Bernie Fisher Brian Grech Erin Kelly
Children’s Danielle and Angela
Liturgy
Piety Stall Lee Jackson
Church Care Jeannine Ashbee, Leesa & Wayne Gillard
Mopping group: Youth Group
Hospitality Trish & Peter Hurley, Irene & Bert Aligno

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE RECENTLY DECEASED:

Marie Hurley, John McKendry, lan Lack (Lina Wiecek’s brother in law) and Robyn Behrooz.

PLEASE PRAY FOR SICK PARISHIONERS, RELATIVES & FRIENDS:
John Brown, Mila Svehla, Anita Keenan, Natalie Gott, Melissa Mills (Kylie Mills’ sister in law),

Chris Wilson, Caroline Goosen, Chris Paine, Norman Fisher (Bernie Fisher’s brother), Noreen Taylor,
Beryl & Stan Callaghan, Pat Barrett, Terry Stevens, Jacqui Visser, Mark Bates, Maddison Farrugia,
Lyn Downes, Gerard Keenan (Anita Keenan’s Son), Margaret Stevens, Christopher Thomson,

Colleen Nolan, David Haynes (Yvonne Scanlan’s Dad), Sophie Hollies, Margaret Christensen,
Harrison Aggar (Margaret & Ian Dickson’s Grandson), Joan & Maureen Brown (Marcia Pereira's Sister
& Niece), Catherine, Elizabeth and Monika Gawlik.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES OCCUR AT THIS TIME:

Terence McGrath, Kevin O’Neill, Gregory Kelly, Therese Voorn, Patrick Broughan, Lorraine Tolhurst,
Patrick Field, Alma Melville, Kenneth Hepburn, Ludgardia Way, Renee Belton-Webber,

Eileen O’Keefe, Amy Wood and Brenda Amaral.
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FUNERALS

First we listen, then we curate an authentic funeral for your loved one.
Contact us today to chat about your funeral needs.

02 9953 6900 or info@gracefunerals.com.au
Blue Mountains | Springwood | Penrith | Emu Plains | North Shore

GRACEFUNERALS.COM.AU
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