
“Let me first bury my father…” 
Freedom – some enjoy it, others thirst for it. 
Somewhere I read this quote: “I am no bird; 
and no net ensnares me: I am a free human 
being with an independent will.” I wish that 
it is true for me or for us. Is our will really 
independent?  
The Gospel of this Sunday tells a different 
story: Jesus called people to follow. There 
was one person who agreed, but on the 
condition that he be allowed to return and to 
bury his father first according to the custom and obligation to his 
family.  
Something always holds us back from following and imitating Jesus 
fully. For everyone refuses to give himself/herself up without 
reservation. Often, it is the holding onto oneself that presents the 
greatest hurdle. 
Also, Jesus’ calling is a radical one! Because 
of its radical nature, Jesus’ calling may also 
give us an opportunity to grow and to really 
experience freedom from things that may hold 
us back. Hence the radical way of Jesus leads 
us to real freedom because a person has to be 
free from himself/herself or to become free 
from himself/herself. 
My recent visit to the lepers has helped me to 
free me from the myself with all my inner fear 
and egoism. In this way I became decentered 
from myself and that permits me to reach out 
to others in a radical way. The lepers are not just the objects for me to 
help, but I see in them my sisters and brothers. Their deformities and 
sufferings are my deformities and sufferings. Their deformities manifest 
at the same time my inner deformities arise from my inward looking 
and self-centeredness.  
My experience with the lepers resonates with the words of St Paul in the 
second reading of this Sunday: “For you were called for freedom, 
brothers and sisters. But do not use this freedom as an opportunity for 
the flesh; rather, serve one another through love.” (Gal 5:13). 
This Sunday’s Gospel also mentions the rejection of Jesus by the 
Samaritans because they did not like Jews. For this reason, Jesus’s 
disciples wanted to call down the fire so to punish the Samaritans. But, 
Jesus rebuked his disciples who he taught to love even enemies. 
Another radical way of Jesus’ calling to freedom! The disciples are not 
to work for destruction. Rather, they are called to be free of vengeance 
or hate because they are to build up a kingdom of God.  
“But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness/justice 
[dikaiosune]” (Matthew 6:33). In the same breath that we are told to 
seek God's kingdom, we are told to seek God's justice and 
righteousness. If we are heading in the direction of the Kingdom, we are 
heading in the direction of justice and righteousness.  
Hence, the only condition for freedom is the kingdom of God. Its 
symptoms are love, justice, and peace. 

Please continue reading on the 2nd page. 

P A R I S H  I N F O R M A T I O N   

1 Kings 19:16, 19-21; Psalm 15; Galatians 5:1, 13-18; Luke 9:51-62 
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Parish Priest: Fr Joseph Lam OSA  
E-mail:     joseph.lam@parracatholic.org  
Phone:      0490 148 387 (Emergency 

calls only for Sickness or 
Death). 

 
Secretary:     Juliana Khnouf 
E-mail:          secretary@stfinbars.org.au 
 

Admin:    Peter McMahon 
E-mail:     admin@stfinbars.org.au 
Phone:      0404 010 997 
 
Office Hours:  9.30am – 3.00pm 
                       Tuesday to Friday  
  (Closed on Mondays) 

Office Phone:  (02) 47426958 
 
Address: 
52 Levy Street, Glenbrook 2773  
PO Box 123 Glenbrook NSW 2773  
 
Sacraments 
Confessions: Saturday 4.30 –5.15pm 
Baptisms: By Appointment  
Weddings: By Appointment 
 
Web:  www.stfinbars.org.au 
 
Facebook:  Glenbrook Catholic 

Church St Finbars 
 
Parish School: Principal  
   Mrs Robyn Clarke 
Phone:              4724 3600  

SATURDAY’S BAPTISMS:  
The Parish joyfully 
announces the 
Baptism of  Zoe 
Marie McMurray. 
and warmly 
welcomes her into 
our Faith 
Community.  
She will be Baptised after 
morning Mass this Saturday. 

WELCOME all visitors to our church today. We extend  
our greetings to you. If you wish to join St Finbar’s 
Parish,  please make yourself known to one of our 

Wardens so we can give you our Parish Welcome Pack.   
Our Parish lies within the Traditional Country of the 

Darug people– The Aboriginal Custodians of our area .      



s t .  F i nb a r’ s  P a r i s h  ne w s  

Sunday 

26th June 

13th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

Year C 

7.30am Mass 

9.30am Mass 

2.00pm Blue Mountains Concert Band 

Monday 

27th June 
No Mass. Office is closed 

10.00am SVDP BM Reginal Meeting M/R 

Tuesday 

28th June 

St Irenaeus 

9.15am Mass 

6.00pm Cantabile Choir Practice  

7.30pm July’s Baptism Preparation Meeting M/R 

Wednesday 

29th June 

Sts Peter & Paul 

9.15am Mass followed by  Rosary 

9.30am Playgroup P/C 

7.00pm Bridge Club P/C 

Thursday 

30th June 

 

9.15am Mass  

1.30pm Bridge Club P/C 

5.30pm Communion Preparation Session 

7.30pm Blue Mountains Folks Dance P/C 

Friday 

1st July 
9.15am Mass 

1.00pm Bowlers 

Saturday 

2nd July 
NO Morning Mass 

11.45am Baptism 

11.30am Te Deum's Choir Practice 

2.00pm Martial Arts Class P/C 

4.30pm Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass 

Live Streaming Link 

https://youtu.be/XcvY7_cI5tI 

Sunday 

3rd July  

14th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

Year C 

7.30am Mass 

9.30am Mass 

6.00pm Youth Mass 

7.00pm Senior Youth Group P/C 

Parish Calendar 
Continued from Page 1 
The start of living the 
kingdom of God is our 
family. When Jesus 
speaks in the Gospel 
about the Kingdom of 
God he is talking about 
God’s desire that we 
should live in a 
relationship of love and 
justice, peace and 
integrity with God and 
with each other. Family life is very much about us 
pitching our tent together, creating a place of 
safety and shelter where we can be at home. That 
home may be a stable or a refugee camp, a house 
or an apartment, but being at home is very 
important. In every family which creates a place 
that is home, we see a glimpse of God. 
Let us join Pope Francis who concludes this 
Sunday the World Meeting of Families in Rome in 
praying for families: “Let us pray for Christian 
families around the world; may each and every 
family embody and experience unconditional love, 
and advance in holiness in their daily life.” 

 

Have a great Sunday 
Fr Joe 

COME, WATCH AND ENJOY   
State of Origin, Game 2 

 on Sunday 26th , from 7.30pm  
in the Parish Hall, St Finbar  

 
Bring your drinks, chips and enthusiasm for 

NSW 



THE PETER’S PENCE COLLECTION 
Is traditionally taken up throughout Catholic parishes around the time of the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul 
and the 2022 collection will take place this weekend. This collection helps provide the Holy Father with funds for 
emergency assistance to those in need. The proceeds enable Pope Francis to assist the most disadvantaged in 
emergency situations including victims of war, oppression, and disasters. Thank you for your generosity. 
 

ABORIGINAL & TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER SUNDAY 4TH JULY  
Every year, on the first Sunday in July, Catholics come together across Australia to acknowledge and celebrate the 
gifts of Australia’s First Peoples in the Catholic Church. Today, we acknowledge that God has been walking with 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, making His Presence known through a continuous living culture 
over many thousands of years. For interesting information about First Nations people and the Catholic Church go 
to http://www.natsicc.org.au/assets/natsicc_a4-booklet_digital.pdf  
 

LIFTED RETREAT 2022 “WONDER & AWE”: 1 TO 3 JULY  
You are invited to Catholic Youth Parramatta’s annual young adults retreat. Take some time away from the 
busyness of everyday life and spend a weekend away full of prayer, talks, and community. For 18-35 year-olds. 
$100 per person. Register at parracatholic.org/cyp-lifted-retreat. 
 

DIOCESAN “LAUDATO SI’ ACTION CAMPAIGN” 
On Friday 22 April, the annual Earth Day, the Diocese of Parramatta responded to the cry of the earth and the cry 
of the poor by launching a Diocesan “Laudato Si’ Action Campaign”. Via a video message, Bishop Vincent Long 
OFM Conv invited all Catholic parishes, schools, families, and organisations across the Diocese to participate. 
Please visit parracatholic.org/laudatosi to download the launch video and for further information.  
 

WORLD MEETING OF FAMILIES 
On this Sunday 26th June in Rome, Pope Francis will conclude the World Meeting of 
Families 2022. This Year Meeting of Families has the theme:  

“Family love: a vocation and a path to holiness.” 
Let us pray for all families in our parish, especially those who are struggling and 
experiencing difficulties. 

Diocese of Parramatta Notices 

Turner Freeman Lawyers have been  
providing members of the community 
 with outstanding legal services since 
 1952 in the following areas:  
Personal injury claims |  
Wills & estate planning | Property law |  
Deceased estates & will disputes 

 
Suite 4, 311 High Street Penrith NSW 2750   
 

 
     4729 5200 

       www.turnerfreeman.com.au  
 

       Gerard.Morson@turnerfreeman.com.au 

   
 
 

www.batemanbattersby.com.au 
 

Enquiries@batemanbattersby.com.au 

• Property Law 
• Business Law  
• Wills & Estates  

• Family Law 
• Negligence Law 
• Court Appearances 

FREE WING CHUN MARTIAL ARTS CLASSES FOR CHILDREN AT ST FINBAR'S 
Originally Wing Chun was ultimately seen as a hidden art, and it was not until the 1950s that Ip Man (aka Yip 
Man) introduced the style in Hong Kong. It became more widely known in the 1970s due to Bruce Lee who tried 
to open up Chinese Martial Arts to the world. 
Mr Hoa Lim, himself a disciple of the WING CHU Grand Master Leung Sheung who with Bruce Lee the same 
Master Ip Man, will introduce and instruct children on the Wing Chun Style of Martial Arts. 
Mr Hoa also has WWCC and is an experienced Master of Wing Chun. 

Where: St Finbar's Parish Hall, 52 Levy Street, Glenbrook 
When: Starting from  Saturday 2nd July 2022, from 2 - 4pm. 

Cost: Free (a donation is welcome to cover the cost of electricity) 
Registration: secretary@stfinbars.org.au 

GETTING YOUR WEEKLY ENVELOPES UP TO DATE  
The financial year is drawing to a close and the parish finances will be audited in early August.  Would all 
parishioners ensure that their 2021/2022 envelope contributions are up to date so that our parish financial records 
can be finalised.  
Parishioners can contribute to the parish regularly via a monthly credit card deduction or via a monthly direct 
debit. Please contact the parish office if you wish to change your method of contribution or if you would like to 
commence contributing. Thank you. 

http://www.natsicc.org.au/assets/natsicc_a4-booklet_digital.pdf
http://parracatholic.org/cyp-lifted-retreat
http://parracatholic.org/laudatosi
http://www.turnerfreeman.com.au/
mailto:secretary@stfinbars.org.au


PLEASE PRAY FOR THE RECENTLY DECEASED:  
Jeannette Christie (Brendan Christie’s Mother), Luis Trujillo (Carl Moll’s Nephew), Hazel Caldwell,  
Patricia Mungovan, Michael Sharpe (Son of Bridget), Mike Sayer, Mary Smith, Ann Hastings (Pearse Cremin’s 
Sister), Shirley Conlon, Sybil Mason and Monica Hampson. 
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR SICK PARISHIONERS, RELATIVES & FRIENDS:  
Laurie Rivas, Barry Wylie, Jeanette  Russell (Margaret Rivas’ Friend), Joan Pace & Dorothy Collins (Janice 
Smith’s Cousins), Chris Paine, Margaret Stevens, Lyn Beltran, Margaret Christensen, Joan Paine,  Mark Bates, 
Colleen Nolan,  Lyn Downes, Ellen Moffitt,  Terry Stevens, Jacqui Visser, Joanne Macrae, Sophie Hollies, 
Maddison Farrugia, Catherine Kirk (Cameron), Pam Clyne and Harrison Aggar (Margaret & Ian Dickson’s 
Grandson). 
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES OCCUR AT THIS TIME:   
Edward Cornish, Therese Dupressoir, Roger Chambers, Patricia Goldhawk, Arthur Plevey, Mary Robb, 
Mazelle Montgomery, Valma Davenport, Christopher Robinson, Grace Farrell, Bernard Wilson,  
Michael Kelly, Dr Charles Kerry, Joyce Adamson, Jessie Clayton, Helen Sheehan and Michael Wilburg. 

Liturgical 
Ministries 

5.30pm 7.30 am 9.30 am 

Sacristan Peter McMahon Carl Moll Gerard Egan 

Senior Server Peter McMahon Carl Moll Joseph Sukkar 

Junior Servers Alex & Luc Nilsson  Xavier Rajnoch & 
Patrick Sukkar 

Warden Vince Dobson Kevin Goener Justin Dowling 

1st Reading Beth Culliver John De Mattia Pearse Cremin 

2nd Reading Eileen Jones Andrew Teece Amanda Moore 

Intercession Maureen Tulk Margaret Dickson Justin Dowling 

Music Naomi’s Group  Jenny Long & Anne Hobbs 

IT Operators Eleanor Thompson Joseph Wilson Pat Watson 

Gifts Noreen Taylor & 
Janice Smith 

Maria Heinzl & 
Stanis Drobiszewski 

Volunteers Please 

Communion John Verhoeven John Killeen Garry Pursehouse 

Cashiers Joe Grange 

Children’s Liturgy School Holiday 

Piety Stall Carmel Higgins 

Hospitality Lina Wiecek, Vicky Ang, Tamar Alzened & Karen Sukkar 

Garden Club  

Liturgical ROSTER FOR 2nd & 3rd July 2022  


