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Sirach 27:4-7: Psalm 31; | Corinthians 19:34-

a8; Luke b:33-45

Liturgy and Unity

According to recent research conducted by the Australian Institute of
Health and Welfare, over 14 million Australians had one or more
chronic (long-term) eye conditions in 2022. Females (60%) experienced
a higher prevalence of long-term vision disorders than males (50%).
Visual impairment may impact the individual’s ability to read, to move
around in the world and to complete other common tasks. Hence, visual
blindness may cause social exclusion.

This Sunday’s gospel warns us of spiritual blindness since it may put a
person in a worse state than before. It states that it could cause both the
blind leader and the follower to fall “into the pit”. Hence, Jesus advises
us not to judge and not to condemn others. Rather, we should first
acknowledge the “beams” in our eyes before we try to point to the
“splinters” impairing other people’s eyes. Jesus calls us all to be
compassionate as our heavenly Father is compassionate.

At our recent liturgical formation seminar on last Saturday which was
attended by more than 50 parishioners, Fr Peter Williams, AM has
pointed out several liturgical blind spots that seems to plague many
parishes throughout our diocese. One major blind spot concerns the loss
of silence within the liturgy. This spiritual deficit may impair our ability
to listen and to pray. Silence is the foundation of unity as we become
aware of the presence of God in us, a presence that is spiritually
unifying. Fr Peter also emphasized the importance of liturgical unity
including liturgical gestures, such as kneeling or standing at certain
Eucharistic prayers. In this context, he referred to the New General
Instruction to the Roman Missal where it states that generally kneeling
during the Eucharistic consecration is the proper liturgical gesture.
However, Fr Peter also pointed out that in certain parishes there were
local customs approved by the local bishop. In the case of our parish,
Bishop Bede Heather approved the gesture of standing at the
consecration due to the architecture of the new church building because
of its uneven floor which moves downwards or falls towards the

Eucharistic altar. Similar architectural features exist also in otherti

churches in our diocese, such as in Springwood and Greystanes. Such
“falling” structure would not physically enhance the kneeling. Hence,
the Bishop permitted the removal of the kneelers. This, as you know,
has resulted in our current “mixed” gesture whereby some stand and
some kneel during the consecration. There are also other reasons that
explain why some prefer standing, while others opt for kneeling. So, it
is not easy to solve the situation unless we change the floor plan and its
physical structure.

Other thing we might need to reflect about is the position of the
Eucharistic table which is parallel to the lectern. This structure is the
consequence of a “wrong” interpretation of Vatican II Constitution on
Sacred Liturgy. According to Fr Peter, the Eucharist is the “summit and
source of Christian life”. Therefore, the altar ought to be in the centre of
the church.

Please continue reading on page 3

PARISH INFORMATION

Parish Priest: Fr Joseph Lam OSA

E-mail:  joseph.lam@parracatholic.org

Phone: 0490 148 387 (Emergency
calls only for Sickness or
Death).

Secretary: Juliana Khnouf

E-mail: secretary@stfinbars.org.au

Admin: Peter McMahon

E-mail: admin@stfinbars.org.au

Phone: 0404 010 997

Office Hours: 9.30am — 3.00pm
Tuesday to Friday
(Closed on Mondays)

Office Phone: N ew (02) 47426958

Address:
46 Levy Street, Glenbrook 2773
PO Box 123 Glenbrook NSW 2773

Sacraments

Confessions: Saturday 4.30 —5.15pm
Baptisms: By Appointment
Weddings: By Appointment

Web: www.stfinbars.org.au
Facebook: Glenbrook Catholic

Church St Finbars
Parish School: Principal
Mrs Robyn Clarke

Phone: 4724 3600

SUNDAY
BAPTISMS:

The Parish joyfully
announces the
Baptism of Carter
Sykes & Jack Devrell. They will
be Baptised after Mass this
Sunday. We warmly welcome
them into our Faith Community.

WELLOME s/ visitors to our church today. We extend
our greetings to you. If you wish to join St Finbar’s
Parish, please make yourself known to ane of our

Wardens s we can give you our Parish Welcome Pack
lur Parish lies within the Iraditional Lountry of the

Darug people- The Aboriginal Lustadians of our area .
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ST. FINBAR'S PARISH NEWS

ST FINBAR’S MEN’S BREAKFAST

Saturday 12th March 2022

7.30am—9.00am at the Parish Hall

The parish is holding another Men’s Breakfast as an
opportunity for parishioners to meet and get to know
one another.
This invitation is open to all male parishioners and
any of their sons, grandsons, neighbours and friends.
For catering purposes we will need to confirm
numbers by Sunday 6th March 2022. Please add your
name to the list on the Warden’s table.
Any questions please contact the organisers:
Cal Moll 0417 471 137 or John De Mattia 47396775
Help is needed in the kitchen on the day. Please let
us know if you are able to help.

HOW WILL YOU PREPARE FOR EASTER
THIS YEAR?

We invite you to join a Lenten Group and to journey
to Easter with other members of our Parish Family. It
is a very rewarding way to prepare for the Easter
Season. Material for individual sessions is provided.
Sessions will start next week— Ash Wednesday is 2
March!!!

This weekend 26th & 27th February 2022 there will
be an opportunity to sign up after Mass to join a
Lenten Group.

There will be 2 groups:-

1.  Wednesday afternoon,

2. Saturday morning.

If you would like to join please contact Mila

on 47391470.

Souper Bowl Sunday

Volunteers are needed to help prepare,
cook and serve on Sunday the 6th of
March after the 9.30am Mass. If you
can help please contact the parish
office on 47426958. We will need a lot P*
of soup on the day as we are hosting
the Baptist Church and Uniting Church parishioners.
Thank you. Juliana Khnouf

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY

Sunday 7.30am Mass
2Tth Februar"y 8 20am Mass
Lﬁg/{/jf//{gg}%/ﬂg 10.30am Annual Parish Gathering
Vear ' |10.45am Baptisms
Monday No Mass. Office is closed
28th February | ¢ 1 SVOP Meeting M/R
Tuesday 9.15am Mass
Ist March [0.00am Timeout Tuesday P/C
b.00pm Cantabile Choir Practice
Wednesday | 9.15am Ash Wednesday Mass
452/9“2,2;;2;5}/ q.30am Playgroup P/C
fﬂS{‘ﬁﬂL/ 7.00pm Ash Wednesday Evening Mass
Abstinence | 0o Bridge Club P/C
Thursday | 3.15am Mass
rdMarch |, o0 Bridge Club P/C
71.30pm Connect Meeting Group M/R
1.30pm Blue Mountains Dance Group P/C
Friday 9.15am Mass
th March .00pm Bowlers
71.00pm Stations of the Cross
Saturday 9.159am Mass
ath Narch [1.30am Te Deum's Choir Practice
4 30pm Confessions
a.30pm Vigil Mass
Live Streaming link
http://youtu.be/wlhpGdjanl
Sunday 7.30am Mass
Ll 9.30am Mass
Ist Sunday of Lent
Vear [ [1.00am Soup Sunday P/C
6.00pm Youth Mass

7.00pm Senior Youth Group P/C

Many thanks for Lina Wiecek & Vicky Ang for all
their help preparing and serving a beautiful
morning tea and lunch on the Liturgy Formation
Day last Saturday.

0 !

Vallable for Aghertl

SACRAMENTS INFORMATION EVENING.
An Information Night for the parents of children who
wish to receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation,
Confirmation and Eucharist in 2021 will be held at the
Parish Hall on

Monday the 7th of March at 7.30pm
Dates and requirements for participation in each of the
Sacramental journeys will be discussed and
distributed at this meeting. Children need not attend.

HOLY WEEK PASSOVER MEAL

The parish will be following in Jesus’s footsteps this
year by celebrating a Passover meal in the parish hall
on Tuesday 12th April. Due to COVID, numbers will
be capped at 100. Please contact the parish office to
book your place.




DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA NOTICES

Caritas Project Compassion 2022 starts next Sunday

Caritas Australia’s Lenten Project Compassion campaign will start on Project Compassion Sunday (27 February)
and lead us all the way towards Easter. This year’s theme For All Future Generations comes from the biblical
story of the great flood (Genesis 9:12-15). It reminds us that the good we do today will extend and impact the lives
of generations to come. Find out more at caritas.org.au/project-compassion or contact our Diocesan Director of
Caritas: Sebastian.Salaske-Lentern@parracatholic.org or 0409 399 505.

PARISH COMMUNICATIONS PROBLEMS

Following the severe storm on last Monday night, all the parish Communication Systems have been out of action.
We have had no phones or emails. This is why we have not been able to return messages or answer emails. By the
time you read this we hope it will all have been fixed.

Thank you for your patience.

Mask Wearing Recommended

Although the Indoor Mask Wearing Order has been recalled by the NSW Government, Fr Joe recommends the
continuation of the Mask Wearing during liturgies as our Parish Community has still cases of Omicron.

It is probably safer for all of us!

FR JOE’S MUSINGS - Continued from Page 1
In any case, it was a wonderful occasion for parishioners to come together and to discuss ways in which we can
become active participants in the liturgy.

Particularly, I would like to thank the Liturgy Committee represented by Joanne Stubbs and Geraldine Agahari for
introducing Fr Peter to the attendees and for leading the discussion in groups. I am grateful also to Martin Rogers
who, as always, moderated the Q & A session. Of course, I am indebted to Lina and Vicky for the provision of
hospitality. I was told that the sandwiches were the best in the Blue Mountains.

Fr. Joe

The Blue Mountains Support Group is seeking accommodation (granny flat or room) for an Afghan refugee who is
currently living in Glenbrook. The person has work in Springwood and has a car. Please contact Roger Grealy for
further details: rgrealy77@bigpond.com or mobile 0499218170. The Accommodation is needed from 13th March.

CATHOLIC WEEKLY Catholic Weekly,
Some of the stories in this week’s edition are: —= 5 —
3 i DN I

* Sydney Prays for Ukraine

* ‘Reformers’ demand: Stop the Plenary

* Death Duel: Upper House debates euthanasia law

* Somascan Parish Rocks

* Movie review: Conviction: The Case of Stephen Lawrence
* Why I became a Catholic

A|d J[O the A message from Aid to the Church in Need Australia:
In many places throughout the world there is a shortage of priests and therefore
' religious sisters are the custodians of the faith. These sisters however often struggle
ChUFCh N Need to live and support the faithful, so across the course of a year ACN supports more
than 18,000 religious sisters in Africa, Asia, Eastern Europe and Latin America.
ACN AUSTRALIA Could you help support a religious sister? Visit www.aidtochurch.org/sisters

Bateman Battersby Turner

L AW Y E R 8 BEAUT'FUL b w Freeman

We invite members of the
Parish to take advantage of SIM PI_E

Lawvers g 1932

our g
Iegal services specialising in: FA R E W E I_I_S % [Turner Freeman Lawyers have been
\ providing members of the community
: ith outstanding legal services since
e Property Law e Family Law with o ! 4
o Business Law o Negligence Law ;3'_5520 Ir\nalﬂi]:'lfjor"?:‘ll\gir:gsa{eas.
o Wills & Estates e Court Appearances Q8 47356900 ) gracefunerals.com.au Wille & »st ajte );/)Ianning | Property law |

Deceased estates & will disputes

Phone: 02 47315899 Suite 4, 311 High Street Penrith NSW 2750

www.batemanbattersby.com.au

GRACE FUNERALS

\‘4729 5200
D = www.turnerfreeman.com.au

L Gerard.Morson@turnerfreeman.com.au

Enquiries@batemanbattersby.com.au
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PLEASE PRAY FOR THE RECENTLY DECEASED:

Molly Hurley (Marie Hurley’s sister), Reg Moore, Don Crameri, Ray Cremin (Pearse Cremin's Brother),
John Okalebo (Susan Dowling's father), Frances Lynch (Daniel Lynch Grandmother), Joe Lopez,

Anthony Crimston, Patricia Borland (Mary Lopez’ sister) and Shirley Williams.

PLEASE PRAY FOR SICK PARISHIONERS, RELATIVES & FRIENDS:

Sybil Mason, Chris Paine, Margaret Stevens, Lyn Beltran, Margaret Christensen, Joan Paine, Mark Bates,
Lyn Downes, Ellen Moffitt, Terry Stevens, Jacqui Visser, Joanne Macrae, Sophie Hollies,

Catherine Kirk (Cameron), Maddison Farrugia, Colleen Nolan, Pam Clyne and Harrison Aggar (Margaret &
Ian Dickson’s Grandson).

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES OCCUR AT THIS TIME:

William Wilson, Petrus Zwegers, Michael Yabsley, William Cummins, Brett Hopson, Eunice Shaw,

Grace Buckley, Margaret Feld, Gloria Miles, Kenneth Moore, James Hurley, Mary Mulvey, Nellie De Mattia and

Lewis Konza.

LITURGICAL ROSTER FOR 5TH & 6TH MARCH 2022

Liturgical 5.30pm 7.30 am 9.30 am
Ministries
Sacristan Peter McMahon Carl Moll Gerard Egan
Senior Server Peter McMahon Carl Moll Joseph Sukkar
Warden Vince Dobson & Kevin Flynn Justin Dowling
Allan Jones
17 Reading Beth Culliver John De Mattia Pearse Cremin
2"“ Reading Eileen Jones Andrew Teece Amanda Moore
Intercession Maureen Tulk Margaret Dickson Justin Dowling
Music Naomi’s Group N/A Jenny Long and Anne
Hobbs
IT Operators Eleanor Thompson Elizabeth Konza Pat Watson
Gifts Noreen Taylor & Maria Heinzl & Volunteers Please
Janice Smith Stanis Drobiszewski
Communion John Verhoeven Coleen Fuller Garry Pursehouse
Cashiers Bernadette Shalala & Erika McNay
Children’s Liturgy Pia
Piety Stall Carmel Higgins
Church Care
Hospitality Please note that there will not be any Sunday Hospitality until further notice.

Garden Club

bl

CAFE & PIZZERIA

EST. 2011

BREAKFAST | LUNCH | DINNER

We value cost and

care as mucn as you do

OPEN 7 DAYS - 9AM TILL LATE - FULLY LICENSED

SHOP 2/5 ROSS STREET, GLENBROOK NSW 2773

(02) 4739 6582

BLUE MOUNTAINS
— FUNERALS —




