
 
The Presentation of the Lord –Year A 

1st & 2nd February 2020 

Reflection on the Gospel 
       Malachi 3:1-4; Ps 23; Hebrews 2:14-18; Luke 2:22-40;  Eucharistic Prayer 2 

WELCOME all visitors to our church today. We extend  our greetings to you. If you wish to join St Finbar’s Parish,  please make yourself known to 
one of our Wardens so we can give you our Parish Welcome Pack.   

Our Parish lies within the Traditional Country of the Darug people– The Aboriginal Custodians of our area .      

The gospel writer has merged two different ritual events 
into one in this passage: a ritual of purification 
following childbirth and an act of redeeming a first-
born son through tribute to the Temple. The ritual of 
purification referred to would take place forty days after 
childbirth and today’s feast is the fortieth day from 
Christmas and the celebration of the birth of Jesus. It 
was a ritual for the mother, not the child. Mary and 
Joseph took the opportunity of attending the Temple to 
bring Jesus into the presence of God who, according to 
tradition, dwelt in the Temple. The tradition associated 
with this purification of women after childbirth dictated 
that a lamb and a turtledove or pigeon be sacrificed. 
However, for the poor, an extra turtledove or pigeon 
could be substituted for the lamb. The gospel tells us 
that Mary and Joseph were sacrificing a pair of birds. 
This fact gives us an indication of the status of Mary 
and Joseph – they were sufficiently poor that they could 
not afford to sacrifice a lamb. The other ritual alluded to 
in the passage relates to the tradition from Exodus 13:2 
and Numbers 18:15 that every first-born son belonged 
to the Lord and had to be ‘bought back’ or ‘redeemed’ 
by payment to the Temple. The original command of 
the first-born belonging to the Lord meant that the child 
was destined to serve in the Temple. However, the child 
could be ‘redeemed’ from this service by payment to 
the Temple. There is a great contrast between the 
forceful entry into the Temple by the Lord as foretold 
by Malachi in today’s first reading and the humble 
entry of the baby Jesus into the Temple. It reinforces 
the way in which throughout his ministry Jesus 
confounded many of the expectations about the 
Messiah.          

Reflection By Greg Sunter 

Sunday 

2nd February 
 

The 
Presentation 
of the Lord. 

 

7.30am Mass 

9.30am Mass 

6.00pm Youth Mass 

7.00pm “The Lounge” Youth Group P/C 

Monday 

3rd February 

9.00am Mass 

5.00pm SVDP Meeting M/R 

Tuesday 

4th February 

9.00am Mass 

3 - 6pm Netball Registration P/C 

6.00pm Cantabile Choir Practice  

7.30pm Baptism Preparation Meeting M/R 

Wednesday 

5th February 

St. Agatha 

8.00am Mass followed by Rosary 

9.30am Playgroup 

7.00pm Bridge P/C 

Thursday 

6th February 

St. Paul Miki & 
Companions 

9.00am Mass  

1.00pm SRE Meeting M/R 

1.30pm Bridge P/C 

7.30pm International Dance Group P/C 

Friday 

7th February 

9.00am Mass followed by Benediction 

10.30am First Friday Visits 

1.00pm Bowlers 

Saturday 

8th February 

9.00am Mass 

11.30am Te Deum Choir Practice 

4.45pm  Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass 

Sunday  

9th February 
 

5th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

Year A 

7.30am Mass 

9.30am Mass 

11.00am Baptism 

Dear Parishioners, As many of you are aware, last 
week lighting struck our electrical connection from the 
main switch at the school leading to the church. The 
underground cables which are probably 30 years old or 
more, are probably  damaged or broken. We need to do 
a lot of digging and pulling out the old cables and 
installing new cables. It will take at least 10 to 15 
working days. We are working with 2 electricians and 
the insurance company to get it fixed. (Meanwhile we 
have hired a generator to light the church and for the  
air-conditioning to work). We are trying our best to get 
it fixed at the earliest possible opportunity. Thank you 
for all your cooperation.  

Father Jolly 



   
 
 

www.batemanbattersby.com.au 
 

Enquiries@batemanbattersby.com.au 

• Property Law 
• Business Law  
• Wills & Estates  

• Family Law 
• Negligence Law 
• Court Appearances 

S t .  F i n b a r ’ S  P a r i S h  n e w S  

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE RECENTLY DECEASED:  
Merle Catlin (Margaret Richard’s Mother), Jim Barrett, Anthony Campbell  (Alison Howard’s Brother),  
Hilary Doyle, Denis (Mick) O’Sullivan, Robert Carey (Ann Keating’s brother), Joyce Slyney, Richard Formosa, 
Liam O’Sullivan, George Frampton, Tony Hickey and Brian Martland. 
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR SICK PARISHIONERS, RELATIVES & FRIENDS:  
Maria Macri, Eugene Daley (Margaret Rivas’ Friend), Ken Moore, Ryder Lopez, Joan Paine,  Rev. Max Barrett (CSSR) 
(Jim Barrett’s Brother), Mark Bates, Lyn Downes, Reg Moore, Pam Clyne, Mary & Robert Keith, Ellen Moffitt,   
Terry Stevens, Jacqui Visser, Elise Doyle, Joan Lohrey, Joanne Macrae, Maddison Farrugia, Catherine Kirk 
(Cameron), Sophie Hollies, Colleen Nolan, Michelle Anthony and Harrison Aggar (Margaret & Ian Dickson’s 
Grandson). 
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES OCCUR AT THIS TIME:   
Peter Burrett, Fredrick Casey, John Halligan, Lillie Ferrie, Amanda McCulloch, Olive O’Neill, Thomas Nolan and 
Stella Ryan. 

DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA NOTICES 
PLENARY 2020 - LISTENING & DISCERNMENT SESSION AT THE INSTITUTE FOR MISSION  - 
EXPLORING THE SIX THEMES FOR DISCERNMENT 
You are invited to attend a Listening and Discernment session on the 6th February at the Institute for Mission| 1-5 
Marion Street, Blacktown starting at 10.30 am to 1.00 pm.  At this session we will be covering the six themes for 
discernment: 

• Missionary and Evangelising 

• Inclusive, participatory and synodal 

• Prayerful and Eucharistic 

• Humble, healing and merciful 

• A joy, hope-filled and servant community 

• Open to conversation, renewal and reform 
At this session you will have the opportunity to select and explore one of these themes. 
Could you please advise your attendance to tanya.quinn@parracatholic.org ASAP. **Morning tea provided** 
PASTORAL PLANNING ALPHA TEAM TRAINING WORKSHOP: 9 FEBRUARY 2020 
The Pastoral Planning Office is running a training day in the Alpha Catholic program at the Institute for Mission, 
Blacktown, Sunday 9 February, 9.30am – 4.30pm. The workshop will look at where Alpha fits in the faith 
formation process in a Parish. To register, and for more information, please contact Lisa in the Pastoral Planning 
Office on 8838 3497 or lisa.bright@parracatholic.org 
WORLD DAY OF THE SICK MASS: 11 FEBRUARY 2020 
A Mass for the World Day of the Sick will be celebrated in the Diocese of Parramatta on Tuesday 11th February 
2020, the feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, at 10.30am at Mary, Queen of the Family Parish, St Patrick’s Church,  
51-59 Allawah St Blacktown. The Mass will be an acknowledgment of carers and those for whom they care and 
will include the Sacramental Rite of Anointing of the Sick and Prayers for Healing. Please RSVP to Marisa 
VanderHout at the Diocesan Ministry Centre on (02) 8838 3460 or  marisa.vanderhout@parracatholic.org  to 
assist with seating and catering.  

ST FINBAR’S NETBALL REGISTRATION Registrations for the winter 2020 season are now being taken for 
players from Under 8 to Seniors. We will be holding uniform fittings and offering help with registration in the 
Parish Hall on Tues 4th Feb from 3-6pm. Registration costs are $190 for Under 8 to Under 17*, $215 for Seniors 
and $160 for a player with a disability. (*You can use your Active Kids Voucher from Service NSW to reduce 
the cost of a Junior Registration). For more information please contact Janette Ankers 0438 672 040 or 
secretarysfnc@gmail.com 

mailto:tanya.quinn@parracatholic.org
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Turner Freeman Lawyers have been  
providing members of the community 
 with outstanding legal services since 
 1952 in the following areas:  
Personal injury claims |  
Wills & estate planning | Property law |  
Deceased estates & will disputes 

 
Suite 4, 311 High Street Penrith NSW 2750   
 
 
     4729 5200 

       www.turnerfreeman.com.au  
 

       Gerard.Morson@turnerfreeman.com.au 

Joseph Sukkar  
(B.Comm) Dip MBCA 

Mortgage Specialist - Broker 
Australian Credit Licence No. 390611 

Home Loans 
Refinancing 

Commercial Loans 
Self-Managed Superfund Loans 

Motor Vehicle / Equipment Loans 
 0415 244 784        02 8061 6535 
 joe@intellectfinance.com.au 
 www.intellectfinance.com.au 

S t .  F i n b a r ’ S  P a r i S h  n e w S  
CATERING THANKS Maire Griffin would like to thank all who assisted so ably with the extensive catering at 
Jim’s funeral on 17th January. It is efforts such as this that contribute significantly to the parish being a real 
community. 
MEMORIAL PLAQUES The parish has a Memorial Wall along the prayer walk where parishioners can 
commission a plaque to remember those who have gone to their eternal rest. Forms are available in the parish 
office for anyone who would like to provide such a plaque. 
WATER TANK The parish is organising to install a large water tank (13,500 Litres) and suitable pump to collect 
rainwater from the roof of the hall/office building. This water can then be used for various parish needs, thus 
saving costs in the long run, and looking after our environment. If parishioners would like to assist the parish with 
the cost of this project (estimated to be about $5,000) for tank, pump and pipe fittings to lead to garden taps. 
Please place a donation in the receptacle provided in the church narthex, or contact the Parish Office. 
ROSTER VACANCIES Due to circumstances beyond their control, two parishioners have had to relinquish their 
positions on the liturgical rosters. This has created a vacancy for a Senior Server at the Vigil Mass and for a 
Reader at the 9:30 Mass. If you would like to fill one of these vacancies (training will be provided), please contact 
the Parish Office. You would only be rostered once per month. 
TIMEOUT TUESDAY will resume on Tuesday 18th February. More details will be coming to you  soon. 
HAPPY NEW YEAR and may 2020 be enjoyable and prosperous for all. 

STEPPING BEYOND: SUPPORT FOR THOSE SEPARATED OR DIVORCED 
CatholicCare Solo Parent Services “Stepping Beyond” Support Group, is held on the last Tuesday of each month 
for those navigating their way through a difficult separation or divorce.  Guided by trained facilitators, you’ll have 
the opportunity to explore the challenges faced during this time in a safe and supportive environment.  Our First 
gathering for the year will be held on Tuesday 28th January.   Venue: 13 Buller St, North Parramatta  
Time: 7pm – 9pm. Cost: $5.00. Registration Essential:  Call Rita Ph. 8843 2575   
or  email: soloparentservices@ccss.org.au  See Flyer on Parish Notice Board. 
Bereavement Support Program at St. Michael’s Parish Baulkham Hills Commencing February 2020 
CatholicCare Solo Parent Services is commencing a 7 session Bereavement Support Program at St. Michael’s 
Parish for men or women whose spouse or partner have died.   
It will be held weekly on Thursdays from 10am – 12pm, beginning 13th February to 26th March 2020.  There will 
be an Information session and Overview of the Program for anyone interested in attending on Thursday 06th 
February from 10am -11am.  For further information / Registration Essential:  Call Rita on 8843 2575 email: 
soloparentservices@ccss.org.au  (Please see flyer on notice board) 

REFLECTIVE MINISTRY PROGRAM. The first session is Tuesday 10 March and we're ready for your 
registrations. If you are serving in any ministry or hoping to get involved - this program will nurture your 
personal relationship with God and further equip your purpose and serving! Knowledge from the focus topics is 
given by experienced presenters who facilitate the participants' further discussion and application to their ministry 
contexts. Register now and let part of your mission be to share this opportunity with someone else too. Could you 
give them a call today and forward this email? For more information about the Reflective Ministry 
Program contact Sr Grace via: 9296 6369 or email: grace.roclawska@ifm.org.au  

THE INSTITUTE FOR MISSION is offering the workshop with the feel of mini-retreat for people over 50 
years of age in your parish communities. 
Theme: From Invisible to Invincible - Embracing God's gift of years. 
The session will include: Sharing the stories of our life; Finding and re-defining our Baptismal call; Tools for the 
journey through centering prayer; Prayer of surrender, abandonment and trust. 
Date: 11 March 2020 from 10am to 1pm 
Venue: Our Lady of the Way parish hall, Emu Plains 
Contact person and RSVP: Kay Walker, call 0430 193 000 or email kay@thewalkers.com.au 
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Monaghan & Gleeson 

Funeral  Directors   

4754 1900                                         

4736 3883 

“Caring is our Duty” 

Servicing the Parish of Glenbrook 

Sacraments 
Confessions:       Sat 4.45-5.15pm 
Baptisms:           By Appointment  
Weddings:          By Appointment  
 

Office Hours:   9.30am – 3.00pm  
Monday to Friday  
Office Phone:  (02) 4739 8928 
Office Fax:     (02) 4739 8929 
 

Address: 
52 Levy Street, Glenbrook 2773  
PO Box 123 Glenbrook NSW 2773  
 

Parish Priest: Fr Jolly Chacko MS 
E-mail:        jollyms20022000@yahoo.co.in  
Phone:        0417 541 637  
 

Secretary:    Juliana Khnouf 
E-mail:            secretary@stfinbars.org.au  
 

Admin:    Peter McMahon 
E-mail:    admin@stfinbars.org.au  
Phone:     0404 010 997 
 

Web:              www.stfinbars.org.au 
 

Parish School: Principal Mrs Robyn Clarke 
Phone:              4724 3600 

ROSTER  FOR 8th &  9th February 2020  

P A R I S H  I N F O R M A T I O N   

 

THIS 

 

SPACE  

 

AVAILABLE 

Liturgical 
Ministries 

5.30pm 7.30 am 9.30 am 

Sacristan John Verhoeven Peter McMahon Deb Lawrence 

Senior Server Anaru Veitch Peter McMahon Garry Pursehouse 

Junior Server Katia Apps Joshua & Lucy 
Toutounji 

Emily Dowling & 
Sophie McDonald 

Warden Volunteer Please Volunteer Please Patricia Murnane 

Welcomer Margaret Moore  Lukas & Kristina Rajnoch 

1st Reading Eileen Jones Ann Keating Irene Aligno 

2nd Reading Joe Grange Elizabeth Konza Kristina Rajnoch 

Intercession Dawn Willis John Isaksen Yvonne Scanlan 

I.T Operator Eleanor Thompson Ellen Teece Joanne Stubbs 

Musician M. Phillips & M. Taylor  Naomi’s Group 

Presentation of the 
Gifts 

Eileen Jones & Volunteer David & Dianne 
Shatford 

Dorothea Walsh & 
Margaret Christensen 

Minister of  
Communion 

Sybil Mason 

Thea Robertson 
Brian Robertson 

Margaret Richards 

Kath Tierney 

Jim Tierney 
Gwen Cullinan 

Ann Keating 

Avril Llewellyn 

Yvonne Scanlan 
Gerard Egan 

Juliana Khnouf 

Children’s Liturgy Michelle 

Cashier Bernadette Shalala & Erika McNay 

Hospitality Anne King, Lynne Atkinson, Liz & Daren Dukes 

Church Care Jeannine Ashbee, Deb Youngman, Leesa & Wayne Gillard 

Piety Stall at 
9.30am Mass 

Beth Culliver 
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SPACE  
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