
Sacraments 
Confessions:     Sat 4.45-5.15pm 
Baptisms:          By Appointment  
Weddings:         By Appointment 
 
Office Hours:   8.30am ï  4.00pm  
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 
Office Phone: (02) 4739 8928 
Office Fax:  (02) 4739 8929 
 

Address: 
46 Levy Street, Glenbrook 2773 
PO Box 123 Glenbrook NSW 2773 
 

Parish Priest: Fr Jolly Chacko MS 
E-mail:     jollyms20022000@yahoo.co.in  
Phone:     0417 541637  
 

Secretary: Margaret Rivas 
E-mail: secretary@stfinbars.org.au 
 

Admin: Peter McMahon 
E-mail: admin@stfinbars.org.au 
Phone: 0404 010997 
 

Web: www.stfinbars.org.au 
 

Parish School:  
Principal Mrs Donna McFadzean 4739 1796 

The Barra  
Weekly Newsletter of St Finbarôs Catholic Parish, Glenbrook  

Fifty Years as a Parish in the Lower Blue Mountains  

6/7 February 2016  
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time,  Year C  

Is 6:1 -8; Psalm 137; 1 Corinthians 15:1 -11; Luke 5:1 -11  

WELCOME to all visitors to our church today. We extend  greetings to you. If you wish to join St Finbarôs Parish, 

please make yourself known to one of our Wardens so we can give you our Parish Welcome and Information pack. 

Fr Robert Anderson will say two Masses on  

Ash Wednesday, at 9.15am (School Mass) and  7.30pm.  
Ash Wednesday is a day of both Fast and Abstinence  

We also sincerely thank Fr Robert for saying Mass for us over the past few weeks.  
Fr Jolly will be back with us for Masses next weekend.  

Gospel Reflection  

As Lent approaches, we are called to reflect on our sins and to acknowledge that we need 
Jesus to save us. In todayõs Gospel, Jesus is being closely pressed by the crowd when he 
asks a nearby fisherman to take him just off shore so he can preach without being over-

whelmed by the crowd. Seemingly at random, he has selected the boat of the fisherman 

Peter.  

Having finished preaching for the day, Jesus tells Peter to set out into deeper water and 
pay out his fishing nets. Peter is certainly not keen on the idea! Out of some interest or 

good nature he had agreed to allow this preacher to use his boat for a while, but now this 
country bumpkin is trying to tell him how to fish! Just to prove Jesus wrong, Peter agrees 

to go through the futile exercise and is overwhelmed by the enormous catch of fish.  

Like Isaiah in the first reading, Peter is suddenly acutely aware of his own deficiencies ð 

ôLeave me Lord; I am a sinful manõ. Like Isaiah, he recognises that he has just seen the 
glory of God revealed and he feels unworthy to be part of the experience. But Jesus reas-

sures him, ôDo not be afraid,õ and calls Peter to follow.  

Like Isaiah and Peter, each and every one of us is called. It may not happen through     

Jesus stepping into our boat, but when we quieten our minds and our hearts enough to 
really listen, we become aware that God truly is calling to each and every one of us. The 

call comes to us through our friends; our experiences; our hopes and our fears. Some-
times we are so afraid of hearing the call that we fill our lives with noise and distractions. 

We fear that the call will involve hardship, or at the very least: unpopularity.  

But thatõs no excuse! During Lent, let us acknowledge our sins and pray for Godõs help. 
 

Reflection by  Greg Sunter,  

Brisbane Catholic Education  
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LITURGICAL ROSTERS 
For those people who do not have email, 

copies are located in the Narthex. I have not 

addressed them to anyone in particular, so 

please take a copy of the roster you have 

agreed to carry out. Thank you all so very 

much.  

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE RECENTLY DECEASED: Warwick Grange (Gerard Eganôs cousin), Dela Baron                      
( Erika McNayôs mother), Patrick Walsh, Lachlan Throughgood, Bernard Manning (Pat), Bishop Kevin Manningôs brother 
and Fr Brian Larkey 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR SICK PARISHIONERS, RELATIVES & FRIENDS: Fr Mac, Joan Lohrey, Marcia Pereira,                    
Matthew Jacka, Jim Daley, Fr Max Barrett CSSR  (Jimôs brother), Colin Haywood, Roslyn Agar, Colleen Nolan,                         
John Camilleri, Margaret Burley, Ray Smith (husband of Jan), Steven McCormack, Maddison Farrugia,                      
Ken & Shirley Glover, Cliff McHardy,  Peter van de Weyer, Ben Gibson and Emma Gleeson.   
 

THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES OCCUR AT THIS TIME: Les Lemmon, John Nethery, Margaret Meere, Beth Fehon 
and Cedric McNamara.  

HOW WILL YOU PREPARE FOR EASTER THIS YEAR? We invite you to come to Mass on Ash                    

Wednesday and to join a Lenten Group. In this way you can journey to Easter with other members of our  

Parish Family. It is a very rewarding way to prepare for Easter Season in this Holy Year of Mercy. 

This will be the LAST opportunity to sign up to join a Lenten Group. Contact Mila 4739 1470 

LOW GLUTEN HOSTS: Low gluten hosts are always available to those receiving Holy Communion.  

On Sundays and major feast days, the celebrant will always have low gluten hostsðjust receive Holy Communion from 

him and ask for a low gluten host. On other days, please notify the Sacristan before Mass starts so that the celebrant can 

have a low gluten host ready for you. 

CONCERT ON SATURDAY MARCH 12 2016 : There will be a concert on Saturday March 12 in our 
Parish Hall  as a fundraiser for the Bush School, Cambodia. It would be very much appreciated if 
the parish's hospitality groups, as well as other interested parishioners, could donate some                   
sandwiches, slices or other finger food for the occasion. The committee hopes that, as well, this 
function will also provide an enjoyable social evening for St Finbars parishioners.  
 Kind Regards, Doug Frewer  

YOUTH GROUP NEWS: St Finbarôs Youth Masses resume this Sunday at 6pm. A big thank you to Fr 

Bob Anderson who has agreed to say this Mass for us. 

The Edge Group for primary school students will only run on 1st Sunday of each month this year. The 

first session, at 5pm, will be a Star Wars themed social introduction to our theme for the Year of Mercy. 

The Lounge Group for high school students will run on both first and third Sunday evenings after Mass. 

The first session will feature a big welcome for all those in year 7. 

The youth leaders are all pumped up and ready to go. See you all there.  St Finbarôs Youth Team 

CARING FOR CARERS  will resume TUESDAY 16th, 2016 

10am - 12 noon  St Finbar's Parish Centre. 'Let's get Crafty'                   

Why not learn something new in 2016?. This is open to ALL  who 

would like to enjoy a morning relaxing doing something for YOU 

even if it is just having a cuppa & chat. Perhaps you have a craft you 

may like to share with others. More information contact Kath 

47392651 
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